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The internet of things. A seemingly “new” movement that describes connected, smart, sensor 
enabled devices. But is this truly new? From a sensor standpoint, things are not that much 
different than 20 years ago. From thermostats to occupancy sensors, smoke detectors to O2 
exhaust sensors, or even faucets without handles, many “smart” devices have been around now 
for a couple decades and some much longer.  Is IoT about the connectivity? Or the “smarts,” that 
in some cases is just the replacement of discrete logic with a micro controller and some lines of 
code? Having worked in IoT for almost 10 years, I will take a look back at the promises we made 
in the past and whether they have come to pass. I will examine recent trends and some of the 
classic examples of success and failure. Ultimately, it comes down to new business models for 
smart devices that will bring value to the customer and return enough revenue to those along the 
supply chain to fuel their drive for innovation. With electronics, MEMS, power management, 
radios, and memory all converging, will there be one chip to rule the internet of all?  
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