
POWER AFRICA VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS AND YOUTH 

 

Introduction 

The 2016 IEEE PES Power Africa conference is an electrification conference sponsored by the 

Power and Energy Society of the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE PES) 

and is independent of the United States government Power Africa initiative. We are reaching out 

to several organizations that are working on Power in Africa, including the United States 

government. The theme of this conference is “Electrifying Africa: Affordable Energy Enabling 

Socio-Economic Development.” Our website is http://sites.ieee.org/powerafrica. Please visit our 

website for updates. 

 

Our technical program sub-committee is developing a strong, attractive technical program. 

Because skills development and creating a strong pipeline of power experts in Africa through 

partnership and collaboration are important to the conference, we want to engage the youth and 

experienced professionals through the listed volunteer opportunities below. For questions, please 

use our “Contact Us” page on the website or the volunteer email address at the end of the 

document. 

 

Benefits 

 Involvement in the powerful IEEE PES Power Africa conference: making an impact in 

electrification on the African continent 

 Opportunity to greatly enhance leadership skills 

 Addition to LinkedIn profile: Conference Chair willing to endorse volunteer skills on 

LinkedIn following the conference 

 Opportunity to network with and be mentored by leaders in the power and energy sector 

around the world, including Africa: investors, business development managers, 

academics, financiers, electrification entrepreneurs, IEEE organization leaders, among 

others 

 Opportunities for professional development that may be included in resumes 

 

Requirements 

 Creative, driven, self-starter, independent 

 Good communication skills and willingness to report to chair and subcommittee leaders 

 Interest in African socio-economic development 

 Interest in electrification 

 Proven leadership at work, school, other organizations, especially specific to the 

opportunity applied for 

 

Volunteer Opportunities. 

1. Joining a committee  

 

Description: The technical, finance and local arrangements committees are in need of 

volunteers. A description of conference committee roles can be found here.  Volunteers 

are expected to review the conference website before contacting the following committee 

leads to join. Also, volunteers would be expected to send their resumes or curriculum 

vitae to show why they fit in the committee contacted.  

http://sites.ieee.org/powerafrica
http://www.ieee.org/conferences_events/conferences/organizers/roles_responsibilities.html


 

Technical: Joseph Mutale, Ackim Zulu, Henry Louie 

Finance: Prof. Karen Butler-Purry, Newton Zulu 

Local Arrangements: Mpaisha Phiri, Bellington Kabwe 

 

2. Social Media Volunteer (up to 5 openings) 

 

Description: Volunteer(s) will work with the conference chair, the PR co-chairs, and 

IEEE/PES marketing to promote the conference on Africa-centric accounts, blog sites, 

websites, electrification sites, and other social media networks. The volunteers may also 

help in running media contests around electrification in Africa on Facebook/Instagram, 

using PES Facebook page and other appropriate media. The volunteer(s) will need to stay 

abreast of conference updates, the PES Facebook page, and will promote the conference 

and its activities on their personal Facebook pages. The volunteer(s) will provide ideas to 

the conference committee, including working to develop contests, and receive guidance 

from the marketing team. One idea is a photo-and-title contest on “What’s your great idea 

to provide 24-hr electricity in African countries within the next five years?” 

 

3. Crowd Fund-Raising (up to 10 openings) 

 

Description: Crowd funding initiatives like Kickstarter and Indiegogo have been on 

social media lately. We would like to raise funds to reward winners of social media 

contests and possibly help fund top students/ individuals involved in small-scale 

electrification projects, to the conference. The volunteer(s) will provide ideas to the 

conference committee, including developing the campaigns for the crowd funding sites. 

The volunteer(s) will receive guidance from the marketing team.  

 

4. Power Africa conference survey analytics volunteer (up to 4 openings) 

 

Description: A survey has been created to collect electrification/electricity data from 

inhabitants of African countries. A formal report on key results of the survey will be 

generated and shared during/after the conference as a deliverable. The volunteers will 

work with the conference committee to ensure the survey is appropriate for the 

conference objectives and the African electrification market, will analyze responses and 

generate the report. The volunteers will work with the social media, publicity and 

marketing teams, and receive guidance when needed. 

 

5. IEEE Smart Village – Power Africa Conference Grant Volunteer (up to 7 openings) 

 

Description: The IEEE Smart Village (formerly Community Solutions Initiative) is the 

member-lead not-for-profit humanitarian outreach program of the IEEE. It has some bold 

ideas on how to bring electricity to millions. Through this initiative, a grant had been 

made available to select ambassadors who will be funded to attend the Power Africa 

conference. More details available here. We are looking for volunteers to lead the effort, 

review applications for the grant, and work with IEEE Smart Village coordinators to 

mailto:J.Mutale@manchester.ac.uk
mailto:Ackim.zulu@unza.zm
mailto:louieh@seattleu.edu
mailto:klbutler@tamu.edu
mailto:newtonzulu@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:mpaisha@yahoo.com
mailto:kbellington@yahoo.com
http://ieee-pes.org/promotion/smartvillage/IEEE_Smart_Village_Ambassador_Program.html


design a procedure for executing the grant and determining an appropriate grant amount 

per application. 

 
 
If interested, please send your resume with the corresponding volunteer opportunity in the 

subject of your email to the Power Africa conference volunteer email address 

volunteers.pespowerafrica@gmail.com.  

 

Questions may also be sent to the conference chair, Dr. Urenna Onyewuchi or the conference 

secretary, Ayomide Longe. 
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