BYLAWS of THE KINGSTON SECTION,

THE INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS ENGINEERS

CANADA

In all instances, the Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) Bylaws, Constitution, RAB Operations Manual and IEEE Policy Manual will prevail when there is a conflict between these documents and Section Bylaws.
Article I - Name

Sec. 1.  The organization shall be known as the Kingston Section of The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers, Canada (IEEE Canada), hereinafter referred to as the Section.

Article II - Organization and Scope

Sec. 1.  It is the purpose of the Section to further the aims and objectives of the Institute as set forth in its Constitution.

Article III - Territory

Sec. 1.  The territory of the Section shall be the Counties of Frontenac and Lennox & Addington in the Province of Ontario.  

Article IV - Membership

Sec. 1.  Section members are those members of all grades of the Institute in good standing whose Institute mailing address is within the Section Territory, or who elect to be members of the Section. Privileges and rights of members are described in the Institute Constitution and Bylaws.  
Sec. 2.  The Section Executive Committee may extend the courtesy of notification, Section publications and attendance at Section meetings to non-members.  None of the other rights and privileges of Section membership will be implied or accorded under any circumstances by this action.

Article V - Finances

Sec. 1.  There shall be no Section dues.  If the Section Executive Committee extends courtesies to non-members, the estimated costs of these services maybe levied by the Committee. 

Sec. 2.  The Section fiscal year shall extend from January 1 to 31 December of the calendar year.

Sec. 3.  The Section books shall be audited annually by two Section members, who are not members of the Section Executive Committee; they are to be appointed by the Chair.

Sec. 4.  All funds received by the Section shall be deposited in a bank approved by the Executive Committee.  Signatures of the Treasurer and either the Chair or the Vice-Chair shall be required for all withdrawals from the Section Accounts.

Sec. 5.  Without prior authorization of the IEEE Executive Committee, Section funds can be used only for normal operations of the Section. (See IEEE Policy Manual, Section 11.)

Sec. 6.  All unit bank accounts, including those of Chapters, Affinity Groups or Subsections, shall provide for the signature authority of the IEEE Staff Director of Financial Services, provided government or banking regulations do not prohibit such a practice.
Article VI - Officers

Sec. 1  The officers of the Section shall be: 

        Chair

        Vice-Chair (Programme)

        Vice-Chair (Membership)

        Treasurer

        Secretary

Sec. 2.  The officers of the Section shall be elected annually for a term of one year.  Officers’ term shall date 1 January through 31 December.  Officers may be re-elected to office, but no officer may serve more than two consecutive years in the same office.  An officer may be re-elected to a position previously held, provided at least one year has passed since the office was last held.
Article VII - Management

Sec. 1.  The Section Executive Committee shall consist of the Officers, the immediate Past-Chair, Chapter Chairs, the Chairs of Section Committees, the Student Branch Counselors, and such other members as this committee shall elect by majority vote. 

Sec. 2.  The Secretary shall keep minutes of the Section and Section Executive Committee meetings and shall prepare and submit reports and information to the Institute in the required form and within the appointed times.

Sec. 3.  The Treasurer shall collect and disburse the funds of the Section and keep regular audit of Section accounts.

Sec. 4.  A majority of the Section Executive Committee must be present for the purpose of doing business, provided that the elected voting membership of the Section Executive Committee is at least one greater than the appointed voting members.

Sec. 5.  The Section Committees may include, but not limited to:  Membership; Student Activities; Educational Activities; Professional/Career Activities.  The duties of these committees are available from the IEEE Regional Activities Department.

Article VIII - Nominations and Elections

Sec. 1.  By September 1 of each year, the Section Chair shall select a nominating committee comprised of the Immediate Past Chair and two section members who are not officers.  Chaired by the Immediate Past Chair, this committee shall produce a list of nominees for Section Offices and shall submit it to the Secretary not later than four weeks before the Annual General Meeting.

Sec. 2.  The Secretary shall send a list of nominees for the Section Offices to each member of the Section with a request for other nominations, in accordance with Section 3 of this Article.  This list, together with the Notice of the Annual General Meeting, shall be made available electronically to Section members at least three weeks before the Annual General Meeting.

Sec. 3.  Section members may submit nominations to the Section Secretary by letter bearing the name, office for which nominated, the consent of the nominee(s), and the signatures of five qualified voters.  This letter must be received by the Secretary at least one week before the Annual General Meeting.

Sec. 4.  Election shall be by secret ballot made available electronically and at the AGM.  All ballots must be received two (2) weeks after the AGM.

Sec. 5.  IEEE members of Student, Associate, Member, Senior Member or Fellow grade are permitted to vote in Section or subunit elections.  Candidates must be of Member, Senior Member or Fellow grade in order to hold office

Article IX - Meetings

Sec. 1.  The Annual General Meeting shall be held before the end of November, at a place and time decided by the Section Executive Committee.

Sec. 2.  The 1esser of ten percent of current membership, or ten Section members, shall constitute a quorum at any Section General Meeting for the transaction of business. Except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws, or in the Constitution or Bylaws of the Institute, a majority vote by the Section members present and voting is sufficient to carry a resolution. 

Sec. 3.  Ten or more Section members may petition the Section Executive Committee Chair in writing to call a Special General Meeting, at which discussion shall be limited to the matter for which the meeting was called.

Article X - Subsections

Sec. 1.  This Article is reserved for appropriate Bylaws relating to future subsections.

Article XI - Technical Society Chapters and Affinity Groups

Sec. 1.  This Section shall encourage the formation of Chapters and Affinity Groups.
Sec. 2.  All Chapter and Affinity Group meetings shall be reported to the Section Secretary.

Sec. 3.  The Chapter or Affinity Group Chair shall be responsible for maintaining liaison with the Section Executive Committee.
Sec. 4.  Management of Chapters and Affinity Groups will be undertaken by the Section and governed as detailed in these bylaws, including financial activity where appropriate, as well as officer and election activity.

Article XII - Amendments

Sec. 1.  An amendment to these Bylaws may be proposed by a favourable vote of two-thirds of the Section Executive Committee, or by a petition signed by at least ten Section members.

Sec. 2.  A proposed amendment must be approved by a favourable vote of at least two thirds of the Section members present at the meeting to whom notice must be given at least twenty days prior to the meeting at which the vote is to be taken.

Sec. 3.  Amendments to or revocation of these Bylaws shall be in accordance with the IEEE Bylaws, IEEE Policy and RAB Operations Manual.  Such amendments must be reviewed by IEEE Staff, and approved by the Region Director and Regional Activities Board.

Article XIII - Inter-Society Affiliations

Sec. 1.  The Section may affiliate with other groups; such affiliations shall be authorized by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Section Executive Committee; it is subject to review by the Regional Director, in accordance with IEEE Canada and Institute Bylaws.
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