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Message from the Chairman 
 

Dear IEEE Members, 

 

I am indeed happy that the second issue of the IEEE India Council Newsletter is being published 

on time. It shows that IEEE IC team is going ahead with purpose very strongly. For this reason my 

appreciation to all who contribute to make this happen. 

 

Google offers an Applied CS with Android an educational program designed to give college 

juniors and seniors an opportunity to enhance their knowledge of data structures and algorithms in 

a hands-on way. Google conducted a weeklong pilot program at G H Raisoni College of 

Engineering as requested by IEEE IC. Now the program has been named as óGoogle IEEE India Council Applied CS 

programô. This program is open to any IEEE student/YP/WIE/GSM, who has attended one course in Java and advances 

in algorithms. The program will be launched nationwide in July/August 2017 at 100 branches in India. I appeal to all 

section Chairs to make this program a grand success. For any clarification, please write to IEEE IC Secretary.  

 

IEEE IC will give the following awards in 2017 for which VC, Awards, has made necessary arrangements: a) IEEE 

India Council Outstanding Student Branch Award and b) IEEE India Council Outstanding Volunteer Award. At the 

IEEE IC, discussions are at advanced level to institute sponsored IC Awards under IC-WIE AG. IC has principally 

approved instituting the awards. These IC awards will be in line with IEEE awards and will follow IEEE awards 

guidelines. 

 

VC, Industry Relations, has a busy schedule to engage Industry Partners with sections/institutions/ organizations for 

five programs, which will be made known in due course of time. 

 

IEEE IC SAC is working very hard on the structure and activities, which were about organization of two conference 

calls with 30 students volunteers of all sections. The students are working in teams for graphic design, industrial 

relation, newsletter editorial, social media, webinar, SB networking etc. This is very good and timely effort, which will 

bring value to IEEE IC SAC activities. 

 

IEEE IC along with IEEE India Office is taking up the issues of renewal of IETE, IEI and other MoUs. We are also on 

the job to update the IC Execom members about all MOUs with industries, so that events can be organized at Section 

level in association with these industries. 

 

I should mention about the report on INDICON, which was prepared and shared by Prof. Anil Roy, indicating 

popularity of the INDICON and high number of downloads of recent INDICON papers. We are all very happy and feel 

proud of such notable achievement. I am also happy to inform you that IEEE India ADHOC-2017 has been formed by 

IEEE HQ. IEEE IC is playing active role in the activities of this ADHOC committee, which will play a leading role in 

formulating long term strategies for IEEE in relation to India. I will be failing in my duties, if I do not mention that we 

are having overwhelming participation in all the IC Face-to-Face as well as WebEx/ConCall meetings. IEEE IC 

Execom has also taken a very positive decision to include the IC Chapter Chairs in the Execom meetings. I express my 

gratitude to all who are taking such active interest in IEEE IC activities/initiatives. I am looking forward to meet you all 

again in person in Cochin during the IC F2F meeting to be held in tandem with TenSymp 2017. 

 

With sincere fraternal greetings 

 

Sivaji Chakravorti 

s_chakrav@yahoo.com  

mailto:s_chakrav@yahoo.com
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Message from Editor 
H.R. Mohan 

hrmohan.ieee@gmail.com 

 

Dear readers, 

 

We are presenting the second quarterly issue of India Council Newsletter (ICNL) for the year 

2017.  This issue of ICNL is of 70 pages comprising of event reports from various Sections, 

regular columns, articles on current interest topics, useful announcements and web links.  We are happy to inform that 

we had received a positive and encouraging feedback for the first issue of ICNL Jan-Mar 2017. We wish to state that all 

efforts will be made to come out with informative and interesting issues of ICNL with your continued support.. 

 

We are pleased to inform that the current issue of ICNL features various events, such as international conferences, 

distinguished lectures, YP, WIE activities held in the Bombay, Hyderabad, Kerala, Madras, Pune and UP Sections 

along with an activity report of PES of IC. We thank the chairs of these Sections and the conveners of the events for 

sending the reports as per guidelines to facilitate publishing. IC Chair Dr. Sivaji and IC Secretary Dr Preeeti have 

coordinated with the Sections in getting these reports in time and we thank for their support too. For the forthcoming 

issues, we expect the reports from all the Sections to be sent to the newsletter directly at ieee.icnl@gmail.com  as per 

the guidelines available at   https://goo.gl/DcVPmx  as well as at  https://goo.gl/rh3lsm   

 

Dr. Sivaji Chakravorti, chair, IC in his message has outlined the various initiatives of IC based on the IC execom 

deliberations held monthly including the face to face meeting held in Kolkata in Apr 2017. We are sure the year will be 

vibrant with multi-faceted activities which we expect will have good participation from all our members.  

 

ICNL wishes to thank the authors of the following informative and interesting articles published in this issue. 

 

¶ Why I love Arduino by Prof. V. Lakshmi Narasimhan, University of Botswana, Botswana. This article 

explains how Arduino microcontroller helps to learn about controlling electronic and electrical gadgets. 

¶ The article on ñSmart Cityò by Dr M V Chilukuri, Associate Professor, Power Systems and Smart Grid, VIT 

University, Vellore is an introductory one highlighting the core infrastructure elements for a better quality of 

life and sustainable environment.    

¶ How e-waste is handled by unauthorized e-waste recyclers in India by Mr. T. Udhayakumar, SRM Univ., et.el 

is a sequel to the last issue article on e-waste. It features the gaps between authorized e-waste recyclers vs. 

unauthorized e-waste recyclers and highlights the need for an efficient e-waste management system.  

¶ Reengineering Education and Classroom Learning for 21st Century Innovation Economy In India by Mr. 

Chhaya Ballav Sahoo,  Human Potential Development Science Pvt Ltd is a timely article stressing the need for 

the Indian graduate students to acquire higher levels of education and training to succeed in todayôs and 

tomorrowôs competitive economy. 

¶ Energy is a driving force for global economy. With the climate change becoming an issue all over the world, 

renewable energy has become a most important source of clean power with solar and wind playing a major 

part in the energy generation. The hybrid technology combining solar and wind has many advantages. The 

articleò Solar Wind, Hybrid Renewable Energy Systemsò by Mr. Venkat Kumar Tangirala, President- India 

and South East Asia, WindStream Energy Technologies India Pvt. Ltd., provides an excellent overview of 

hybrid systems featuring many successful implementations.    

¶ Energy being both scarce and expensive, its accounting, saving and energy productivity measures are 

important. The article on ñEnergy Accounting ï Importance of Electronics and Computingò by Mr. T 

Jayaraman, Founder Director, SECO Controls Pvt. Ltd. & EQuad Engineering Services Pvt. Ltd, a seasoned 

consultant explains energy accounting systems and associated business opportunities.  

 

IT in March ï May 2017 by Prof. S. Sadagopan, Director, IIIT Bangalore is a part of our regular column in ICNL and 

provides a broad overview on various important happenings in the IT and Telecom sectors in India. We are sure that 

readers will find the information and the related links provided in  the column ñInformation Resourcesò compiled by the 

editor Mr. H.R. Mohan, is interesting and informative. The ñAnnouncementsò column features valuable inputs  to the 

members and opens door to various opportunities. 

 

The ICNL congratulates Mr. Ramchandra Yadav from Jhansi & Mr. N.Senthilnathan from Perundurai, the two lucky 

winners (out of 100 plus participants) of the ICNL Readers Quiz-17q1. They will receive the cash award of Rs. 500/- 

each soon.  We are sure the readers will participate in the current ICNL Readers Quiz-17q2.   

 

We re-iterate our wish to make ICNL a source of information to our members. We look forward to activity reports from 

IEEE OUs, articles and research findings on current interest topics from the academic community, articles sharing the 

experiences and best practices from professional members. Happy reading of ICNL-17q2. 

mailto:ieee.icnl@gmail.com
https://goo.gl/DcVPmx
https://goo.gl/rh3lsm
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IEEE Bombay Section Events 
 

Latest Developments in LoraWAN Technology 

 

As part of the celebrations of BS@40 (IEEE Bombay 

Section @ 40) an expert talk on ñLatest developments 

in LoraWAN technologyò was organised on  May 17, 

2017.  The speakers were Mr Peter Thomsen, CTO & 

Co-founder of Orbiwise SA, Switzerland and Mr V S 

Shridhar, Senior Vice President and Head of the 

Internet of Things (IoT) Business Initiative at Tata 

Communications  

  

Mr Thomsen provided an overview of the technology, 

while Mr Shridhar spoke on how industry is adopting 

this technology and a few use cases. 

 

OrbiWise is a Switzerland based Global Solutions Provider, which developed the network solution for LoraWAN, the 

emerging LPWAN standard for IoT.   LoraWAN is designed for extreme low power operation with devices being able 

to operate up to 10 years on normal AA batteries. The talk featured an overview of the LoraWAN technology including 

network topologies and advanced features such as dynamic link adaptation, encryption/authentication, roaming, location 

estimation, device classes, etc.  The speaker also touched on the Lora-Alliance eco system that today has over 400 

members and is the key driver for the success of Lora.  

 

In the second session, an overview was provided about an Implemented Network Solution by Tata Telecommunications 

who have piloted key Tata Group companies on Lora.  The speaker explained how industry is adapting this technology 

through detailing of a few use cases. 

 

The combination of Peter Thomsen who took the audience through the details of the technology from an insider's point 

of view and that of Sridhar from TataComm who sketched a broad canvas of use cases and applications especially by 

the Tata Organisation was indeed complementary. 

 

One could clearly see that the predominantly industry based audience found value in being exposed to such cutting edge 

technology, just the kind of event to commemorate BS@40.  The speakers were honoured with mementos handed over 

by two industry seniors from the IEEE Bombay Section Life Members Affinity Group. 

 

The expert talk was facilitated by Mr Ashok Jagatia, Past Chair and Mr Abhay Phansikar, Vice Chair IEEE Bombay 

Section. 

 

Obituary:  Mr A.K. Banerjee  

 

 

IEEE India Info regrets to announce the demise of Mr AK Banerjee, Immediate Past Chair 

of the Section (2014-15), and Past Chair Bombay LMAG (2010-13). He passed away on 6 

April 2017.   

 

Mr Banerjee an alumnus of College of Advanced Technology, Birmingham. (1965) was 

engaged for much of his career in  Petrochemicals, Power plants, Refineries and 

infrastructure projects.  

 

He was a member of IEEE since 1966 and was among the earliest members of IEEE 

Bombay Section when it was formed in 1976.  More at http://ieeebombay.org/tribute-to-akb/  

  

 

 
 

French Prez Macron launches 'Tech Visa' to woo tech industry: French President Emmanuel Macron on Thursday 

launched 'French Tech Visa', a fast-track four-year residence permit for entrepreneurs and their families. Talking about 

the need to reduce regulation and become a "country of unicorns", Macron said, "We want the pioneers, the innovators, 

the entrepreneurs of the world to come to France and work with us on all possible innovation." 

http://ieeebombay.org/tribute-to-akb/
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Hyderabad Section Events 
  

Volunteer Tr aining Programme 

 

 
 

The IEEE Hyderabad Section conducted a volunteer training program ion 19
th
 Mar 2017 n which the office bearers of 

the chapters, affinity groups and sub sections were the participants. Dr. Lakshminarayana Merugu, Section Chair, after 

highlighting the purpose of this programme, briefed the audience about current membership statistics and discussed 

about the reporting requirement of section, chapters, AG and Sub sections. He elaborated on the best practices of an 

outstanding large section and encouraged the office bearers to put their best volunteering efforts in the current year. 

  

From the future directions committee (FDC), Mr. Satish presented the demographics of the survey conducted in the 

month of February 2017 towards finding the expectation of the section members. It was evident from the survey results 

that the three main reasons for people to take up IEEE membership are knowledge sharing, networking, and career 

development. The FDC would deliberate on these matters and prepare the vision and mission statements along with the 

goals of Hyderabad section in line with the expectations of its members. 

  

Dr. Atul Negi presented on the topic of transformation of member to volunteer in which he highlighted the needs and 

expectations of a volunteer. He also stressed on the need of volunteer training and providing a comfortable working 

environment for the volunteer and finally the appreciation and due recognition that a volunteer should receive for his 

efforts. This will help in building a good ecosystem wherein members would look forward for long term productive 

volunteering.  

 

Mr. N. Venkatesh, Secretary discussed on the method of planning events by an IEEE entity.  He discussed about 

choosing the topic, speaker, event publicity through vtools & ENotice, aptness of venue, logistics and speaker 

felicitation. He also clearly classified the activities that are to be taken up during the event and after the event like report 

submission, L31 reporting and settlement of accounts. 

 

Mr. Maruthi Rao, Vice chair elaborated on the chapter, AG and Committee operations. He stressed on the importance of 

knowing the chapter members by using SAMIEEE and the various methods in which one can reach out to chapter 

members in specific and also to all section members in general. He highlighted on the important ñdoôs and donôtôsò for 

conduct of the event. He proposed that an email group/WhatsApp group comprising of secretaries of all chapters should 

be started to facilitate efficient communication between members.  

 

Mr. Sreenivas Jasti, Treasurer presented the details of Rebate that the section is entitled to, based on membership status 

and activity bonuses. He released an accounting template planning the events and the events are to be presented to the 

Section EC for prior approval in this template only. He briefly discussed about financial reporting via NetSuite and the 

challenges before the section in the accounting aspect.  

 

An important issue regularly faced by the section is the conduct of conferences by colleges and request for technical co-

sponsorship for these conferences. Mr. Satish from the Conference Committee discussed the format for application for 

co-sponsorship by IEEE Hyderabad Section and the common issues the conference committee is facing in according 

permission for these conferences.  

 

Mr. Madhav Negi, Membership Development chair discussed about the MEE framework which is all about designing 

programs that would benefit all segments of memberships like student, GSM, Professional, YP and WIE in a method 

that deeply engages the members and provided them with a good experience so that they enjoy being an IEEE member 

and continue their membership. 
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Mr. Abhay Joshi, Section Student Representative presented on the expectations of the students from the section. He also 

highlighted on the type of activities that would lead to satisfaction of student members and enjoy volunteering for IEEE.  

 

Mr. Vinit, Chair, Young Professionals, elaborated about the constraints of young professionals and the challenges faced 

by them in volunteering for IEEE. He discussed about the importance of mentoring young professionals who are the 

future IEEE leaders. He also shared a few recent success stories of the YP affinity group in the form of conduct of 

AICSC and Technology Entrepreneurship Summit.  

 

Finally, Dr. S. Lakshminaryana spoke on the activities conducted by Vizag Bay Subsection and proposed plan of events 

for the year 2017. A total of 45 members attended this meeting and it was very beneficial for all the participants. All the 

presentations in this day long meeting are an important volunteer resource and they are made available on the section 

website and can also be downloaded from https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5iq4Kpt29r8cEN6amRvc0d3WE0 

 

Distinguished Lecture Programme 

 

The IEEE CAS/EDS Chapter of 

Hyderabad Section organized a DLP by 

Prof. Manoj Saxena, Associate 

Professor at Deen Dayal Upadhyay 

College, University of Delhi, New 

Delhi, India on 12 May 2017. The DLP 

tour comprised of two Technical talks. 

The first DL was on the topic - 

"Fundamental Insights into Channel 

and Gate Engineered Double Gate 

Junction-Less Transistor for Low-

Voltage Low-Power Analog and Digital 

Circuits" at Muffakham Jah College of 

Engineering and Technology, 

Hyderabad. About 38 persons participated in this DLP including 11 IEEE members and Section chair Dr. Merugu 

Lakshminaryana. 

  

During the execom meeting held over lunch, various aspects of support from EDS society to local chapters were shared 

by Prof. Manoj. As an outcome of this meeting the EDS/CAS chapter is planning to conduct a Mini Colloquia in the 

later part of 2017. 

  

The second DLP was on "Impact of Dielectric Pocket on Different Gate Geometry MOSFET Architectures for 

Improved Analog and Digital Performance" at Vasavi College of Engineering,  Hyderabad. This DLP attracted 50 

participants and had a very informative interaction for about 30 minutes. Renowned authorities in the field of Electron 

Devices ï Prof. Satyam, Prof. Rajaram, Prof. N.S. Murthy attended the talks.  

 

Obituary: Dr. R.K. Bagga  
 

IEEE India Info regrets to inform the members the demise of Major Gen. Dr. R K Bagga, a 

dedicated volunteer of IEEE.   

 

He had served as the Chair of IEEE Hyderabad Section during 1995- 1996. He brought IEEE India 

Council to Hyderabad as its Chairman for 1997-1998. With more than three decades of 

membership in IEEE, Dr. Bagga earned the IEEE Life Senior Membership grade. He passed away 

on 23
rd
 March 2017 at his residence in Hyderabad. 

 

Syanpse - IEEE Hyderabad Section Newsletter 
 

The IEEE Hyderabad section has organised a no. of interesting events with good member participation. The prominent 

ones include: All India Computer Society Conference and Technology Entrepreneurship Summit. Further, the various 

subsections like Ananthapuram subsection and Guntur subsection which were inaugurated recently have also conducted 

good events. The newsletter of IEEE Hyderabad Section is named ñSynapseò which features them all  is available at 

https://goo.gl/qSuOJq 

 

 
Samsung has launched 'The Frame', a 55-inch television which turns into a photo frame when it is not being used to 

watch TV or movies, at nearly 1.3 lakh. The Frame is preloaded with 100 art pieces, and users can buy individual 

artworks or upload their own. The 4K HDR TV comes with four HDMI ports and three USB ports. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B5iq4Kpt29r8cEN6amRvc0d3WE0
https://goo.gl/qSuOJq
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Kerala Section Events 
 
Young Professionals: EXCELLENTIA  
 

The Excellentia was conducted as two editions, one in Kochi and the other is Trivandrum. The aim of excellentia was to 

prepare the student attendees and to impart insight on how to appear for a placement drive. The combined participation 

of 6o+ student members was seen in both the events. 

 

The Excellentia 1.0 was conducted on 29
th
 January 2017 at 

Albertian Institute of Science and Technology, Kalamassery. The 

program was organized for the student members of IEEE, 

intending to improve a candidateôs performance and to give an 

insight on how to prepare and present oneself for a placement 

drive.  The event was formally inaugurated by Dr. Suresh Nair, 

Chair, IEEE Kerala Section. The first session titled ñThe art of 

Resume Making, Group Discussions and Interview Tipsò by Mr. 

Vijay S Paul, Electronic Communications Coordinator, IEEE 

Kerala Section was a perfect beginning of the workshop. The next 

session was on ñHow to sell yourself and win an Engineering Gigò 

handled by Mr. Rahul Ramesh, CTO, Entri.me. The concluding 

session by Mr. Shahim Baker, Chair, IEEE Kerala Young 

Professionals took the participants to the nuances of technical knowledge that will bag them the confidence to clear a 

technical interview round. 

 

The Excellentia 2.0 was conducted on 11
th
 February 2017 at 

Heera College and Technology, Thiruvananthapuram. The 

program was organized for the student members of IEEE, aimed 

at imparting information to improve a candidateôs performance 

and to give a full-fledged insight on how to appear for a 

placement drive, delivering the rightly chosen information by 

reputed industry and subject experts. 

 

The first session was on óRe-Discovering your Resumeô by Mr. 

JaiKrishnan Nair, Volunteer, IEEE Young Professional Volunteer 

and Senior Systems Engineer at Infosys. The session covered everything about resume and its Doôs and Donôts. 

Brilliant inputs by Mr. Ajmal Shah on the topic added an edge to the event. This was followed with a talk by Mr. Bibin 

P Thomas which gave instructions on how to prepare for a Group Discussion prior to the interview. A mock interview 

for students was conducted by Mrs. Anusha Anand (Sr. Project Executive, InApp) and Mr. Jithin Krishnan 

(Scientist/Engineer, SCTIMST), as the interviewee. Post lunch, the next session in line was óCracking Your Interviewô 

by Mr. Varghese Cherian, Industry Coordinator, IEEE Kerala Section and Head, Technology Services, UST-Global 

who enlightened the students on the various aspects of the interview. The next session was handled by Mr R S Nithin, 

took a brief session on the various job opportunities that are out there, egging on the students to find Internships with 

reputed firms and how Government also needs a pool of people with good technical knowledge in IT. 

 
Young Professionals: IEEE Job fair -2017 

 

IEEE Job Fair was an opportunity for the 

attendees to evaluate different organizations 

and whether the opportunity they've applied for 

aligns with their professional interests, skills, 

values, and goals. The event had participation 

from 51 student branches across the IEEE 

Kerala Section and was held on 18th, 25th and 

26th of February 2017. With 350+ IEEE 

volunteers support in various stages of the 

event, Job Fair laid the foundation for an array 

of career paths. The entire squad of volunteers 

was   well appreciated    for   all   

determination and well coordination of the 

event. 
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Young Professionals: STEP 2017 v1.0 

 

IEEE Kerala YP Affinity Group in association with IEEE SB of Government Engineering College, 

Thiruvananthapuram conducted STEP 2017 v1.0 (Student Transition & Elevation Partnership) on 22nd April 2017.  It 

was a well-organized event which aimed at  bringing together IEEE members graduating in 2017. 

 

This one day event began with Mr.  Jishnu Krishna, Volunteer IEEE Kerala YP, leading the gathering through the IEEE 

Code of Ethics. Mr. Abey, Coordinator STEP welcomed the gathering to the event. Mr. Shahim Baker, Chairman, IEEE 

Kerala YP presided over the inaugural ceremony.  

 

Prof. V.K. Damodaran, Advisor, IEEE Kerala YP, inaugurated the ceremony and addressed the gathering about the 

importance of IEEE, when engineering students transform into professionals. He explained about various societies 

which can contribute to the technical knowledge in oneôs career. In his speech, he also mentioned that IEEE Kerala 

YP group had won almost all the awards   that   a YP AG can receive, which itself is symbolic of how vibrant the 

young professional community in Kerala is. Further he explained how IEEE can contribute to various global scenarios 

like 5G, climate change and so on. He also assured the participants that continuing with IEEE will  definitely be 

beneficial for the young professionals as it is all about passion and satisfaction. 

 

Mr Biju, S B C ,  IEEE GEC, reminisced about his experience as an IEEE member in Barton Hill  College. Then 

Mr. Adithya, SB Chair, expressed his joy to host the event at GEC Barton Hill . The inaugural ceremony was concluded 

by Mr. Ashwin Raj, event head of STEP 2017 v1.0 delivering the vote of thanks. The event witnessed an overall 

participation of 18 student members from various SBs across Kerala Section.  

 

The first session on ñSelf Mentoringò and its importance in oneôs life was by Mr. Paul Ansel, Secretary IEEE Kochi 

Subsection.   

 

In the next session on ñSupport for Startups in Keralaò by Mr. Shahul Hameed, Secretary, IEEE Kerala YP explained 

about various startup missions undertaken by Govt. of Kerala. He also explained about dif ferent stages like pre-

incubation, incubation and acceleration. He advised the budding entrepreneurs about the importance of having domain 

knowledge or experience in leading a startup. Various investment processes, Youth entrepreneurship development 

programmes and organizations involved in supporting these startups viz. TIE Kerala chapter, Headstart Foundation, 

IEEE YP entrepreneurship group were also discussed. 

 

In the post lunch session on òJourney ahead with Young Professionalsò by Mr. Bibin Parukoor Thomas, Vice Chair, 

IEEE Kerala YP gave insights on areas like networking, technical assistance, personal development provided by the YP 

community of IEEE. He also shared his own experience with the IEEE YP community.  

 

In the panel discussion with five experienced professionals -- Mr. Jithin Krishnan, Mr. Nandan S, Mr. Bibin Parukoor 

Thomas, Mr Shahul Hameed and Mr. Shahim Baker, queries regarding research was dealt by Mr. Jithin and academic 

related topics by Mr. Nandan S and the rest handled the questions related to industry and startups were addressed.  

Several questions also came up regarding the areas of higher education as well  as the importance of industrial 

experience in teaching profession. The event came to a conclusion with the valedictory note by Mr. Shahul Hameed and 

photo session.  

 

Report by: Sridev Shyam K.V, sridevshyam.k.v@ieee.org  

 

 

mailto:sridevshyam.k.v@ieee.org


IEEE India Info. Vol. 12   No. 2  Apr ɀ Jun 2017 Page 8 
 

SOLAIRE ï Training on Solar Plant Installation 

 

 
 

Educational Activities team of IEEE Kerala Section organized a two day training program on solar plant installation, 

SOLAIRE at Mar Baselios College of Engineering and Technology, Trivandrum, Kerala on 22
nd

 and 23
rd
 April 2017. 

The session was exclusively for the students who are interested in the field of non-conventional energy & Solar P.V. 

The event was successful with a participation of 51 students from various colleges in Kerala. This makes a bearing for 

students to explore into the world of non-conventional energy. The training program was led by Mr. Shan S., Chartered 

Engineer, MNRE, Govt. of India, Mr. Jayaraj from Electrical Inspectorate, Govt. of Kerala and Mr. Ajith Gopi from 

ANERT, Govt. of Kerala. 

 

Prof. V. K. Damodaran, Life Senior Member, IEEE, the chief guest at inauguration addressed the students providing an 

excellent abstract on opportunities and scope in the field of solar installations. The inaugural session  was presided over 

by Mr. Nandan S., Secretary, Educational Activities, IEEE Kerala Section. Dr. M. J. Jayashree, HOD, ECE Dept. of 

MBCET and Ms. Divya N. A., Asst. Prof, EEE Dept. MBCET, attended the inaugural function.  

 

After the inauguration, session on introduction to non-conventional energy and solar PV systems was anchored by Mr. 

Shan S. Mr. Jayaraj from Electrical Inspectorate gave an overview of energization approvals and inspection. These 

lecture sessions were followed by practical sessions and demonstrations. 

 

The second day sessions mainly focused on the design of solar on-grid and off-grid plants. The sessions were handled 

by Mr. Shan S. and Mr. Ajith Gopi from ANERT. These sessions provided a platform to the students to shape their will 

and seem to be a beacon of inspiration for a bright tomorrow. The event turned out to be a huge success due to active 

participation from many students and the efficient organizing by the team. The general feedback from the participants 

was that the sessions helped them to learn new things and kindled their curiosity. 

 

Report by: Mr. Nandan S, snandan.nair@gmail.com  

 

IEEE Kerala Section WIE Affinity Group Events  

 

Electrification Project  held on 16
th

 Fen 2017 at  Edamulackal Panchayat, Kollam 

 

A tribal colony in Kollam, Kerala, India with under 

privileged people was chosen and their houses were 

electrified. This program was initiated by IEEE WIE 

AG of  TKM College of Engineering Student Branch 

and executed in association with IEEE SIGHT, IEEE 

PES and  Kerala State Electricity Board. This project 

was done as a part of ñSampoorna Vydhyutha Valkarana 

Yatnamò (Complete Electrification Project), an initiative 

by the Kerala Government. The main objective was to 

provide reliable electricity to the houses. They have 

electrified 28 houses, which were in darkness for the last 

35 years. 55 IEEE student members and 5 faculty 

members were involved in this project. The project was 

well appreciated by Kerala State Government. 

mailto:snandan.nair@gmail.com
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WIE Wave  

 

In connection with International Womenôs Day, IEEE WIE AG of Kerala section also conducted a series of programs in 

different student branches, under the name óWIE Waveô. Starting from the planning to the execution, everything were 

exclusively done by girls. Each Hub found a way to reach out to its student members through workshops, tech talks, 

seminars, etc. More than 80 events were conducted across Kerala, in one week, each parading the never fading fire and 

passion within them. Staying true to its name, it was indeed a WIE Wave! Few programs are listed below.  

 

WIECON held on 8th March 2017 at Sreechithira Thirunal College of Engg, Thiruvananthapuram. 

 

A Woman in Engineering Conference was organized by 

IEEE SCTCE SB in view of International Womenôs 

Day.  

 

The conference had a panel of notable and renowned 

speakers including VSSC Scientist Ms. Subha Warrier, 

renowned author and columnist Ms. Khyrunnissa, Film 

Director Ms. Vidhu Vincent, Former Chief Secretary of 

Kerala Mr. Jiji Thomson and Former Secretary of IEEE 

Kerala Section Ms. Sarada Jayakrishnan. 

 

 

 

Ladies Who Stole The Lime Light held during 7-10 Mar 2017 at College of Engineering, Thiruvananthapuram 

   

IEEE SB CET conducted a week full of WIE events including seminars, tech talks and marathons graced by the 

presence of Gomathi,  the former Chair, Kerala Section and the first women engineer of Kerala. In addition to this, WIE 

AG took a step different from the usual events and submerged itself in the world of fantasies, comics and super heroes! 

The volunteers made merchandises, exhibits and cosplay projects.  

 

Athena held during 9-11 Mar 2017 at  Govt. Engg College, Kannur 

 

The IEEE WIE AG of Govt. Engg College, Kannur conducted a series of workshops including Workshop on Signal 

Processing for Biomedical Application handled by Dr. Thasneem Fathima, Asst. Professor, MES College of 

Engineering. And another workshop on Participatory Theatre handled by Dr. Ramani Ramachandran, Lecturer in 

Psychology at Calicut University.  

 

AUTOMANIA Workshop held on 12
th

 May 2017 at MES College of Engineering, Kuttippuram  

 

WIE AG of IEEE MESCE SB conducted a technical workshop AUTOMANIA, on how to befriend your vehicle, 

exclusively for girls. The first session started with introductory class on traffic rules etc while the second part was set of 

mechanical workshop where the participants had hands-on experience on trouble shooting and such of automobiles.  

 

Report by: Sathi Krishnan, sathikrishnan@ieee.org 

 

 
 

Facebook reveals use of AI to tackle terrorist content: US social media giant Facebook has revealed that it uses 

artificial intelligence (AI), including image matching and language understanding, in addition to its human reviewers to 

identify and remove terror-related content from its platform. This comes as Facebook faced pressure from governments 

to identify and prevent the spread of "terrorist propaganda" on its service. 

 

CIA hacked Wi-Fi routers for years: WikiLeaks:  Leaked secret documents posted by WikiLeaks on its website 

revealed that the CIA has been hacking home, office and public wireless routers for years in an effort to carry out covert 

surveillance. The documents further revealed that the CIA had by mid-2012 developed implants for roughly 25 different 

devices from 10 different manufacturers, including Asus, Belkin, D-Link, Linksys and Netgear. 

 

Indian government portal was hit by WannaCry ransomware: The MCA21 portal of Ministry of Corporate Affairs, 

which is used by companies for making filings, was hit by the WannaCry ransomware attack last month, according to 

an official document. The attack was "presumably" one of the first such attacks on a Government of India portal. As per 

the document, the system servers were formatted and the systems were redeployed  

 

mailto:sathikrishnan@ieee.org
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Madras Section Events 
 
VIT Uni versity, Chennai Campus & IEEE CIS:  Winter School -2017   
 

IEEE CIS Madras Chapter and School of Computing 

Science & Engineering, VIT university, Chennai organized 

2017 IEEE CIS Sponsored Winter School on 

ñComputational Intelligence: Fundamental Theory and 

Practical Applicationsò during 2
nd

 to 6
th
 Jan 2017.  The CIS 

Winter School had totally 14 presentations, two panel 

discussions and two Hands-on training sessions. Presidential 

address was given by the Chancellor of VIT University, Dr. 

G. Viswanathan. 50 participants attended and benefited from 

this Winter School. 

 

The Winter School speakers included: 

¶ Dr. Jagannathan Sarangapan, Missouri University of Science and Technology 

¶ Dr. Vaidehi Vijayakumar, Dean / SCSE, VIT University Chennai Campus  

¶ Dr. N. Kumarappan, Professor, Annamalai University, Chidambaram and Chair, IEEE CIS Madras Chapter 

¶ Dr. T. Thyagarajan, MIT, Chennai  

¶ Dr. G. Saravana Kumar, IIT, Madras  

¶ Mr. Ankush Rai, Research Associate, VIT, Chennai 

¶ Dr. A. Nayeemulla Khan, VIT University, Chennai  

¶ Dr. R. Jagadeesh Kannan, VIT University, Chennai  

¶ Dr. Narasimhan Sundararajan, NTU, Singapore  

¶ Dr. Suresh Sundaram, NTU, Singapore 

¶ Dr. R. Venkatesh Babu, IISc, Bangalore  

¶ Dr. Dipti Prasad Mukherjee, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata  

¶ Dr. Stefano Squartini, University of Marche Ancona, Italy  

¶ Dr. Swagatam Das, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata  

¶ Dr. Ponnuthurai Suganthan, NTU, Singapore  

 

SSN College of Engineering, Kalavakkam: 2017 IEEE International Conference  

 

IEEE SB and IT Dept. organized 2017 IEEE International 

Conference on Computer, Communication, and Signal 

Processing with a special focus on IoT, on 10
th
 &11

th
 Jan 2017. 

67 papers were presented out of 115 received from all over 

India and abroad. Distinguished speakers included: 

 

¶ Prof. Yong Meng Teo, Dept. of Computer Science, 

National University of Singapore  

¶ Prof. Vitaliy Mezhuvey, Dept. of Computer Systems, and 

Software Engineering, University of Malaysia, Pahang  

¶ Mr. Murugan Achanaicker, Engineering Manager ï COE, 

Magna Closures, United States  

¶ Dr. V. N. Mani, Scientist- E, DeitY  

¶ Dr. S. Krishna Kumar, Senior Technical Officer, DRDO, Avadi 

¶ Dr. R. Venkatesh Babu, Associate Professor, IISc Bengaluru  

¶ Mr. Arun Kumar, Manager ï Global Technology Office, CTS Chennai 

 

The organizers of the conference were Dr. T. Nagarajan, HOD/IT, Dr. T. Sree Sharmila and Dr. S. Karthika, both Assoc 

Prof.  

 

 
 

Ola Co-founders booked for playing pirated music in cabs: Bengaluru police has registered a case against taxi-

hailing startup Ola and its Co-founders Bhavish Aggarwal and Ankit Bhati for allegedly playing pirated music on Ola's 

in-car entertainment platform. The complaint accuses Ola of illegally downloading and streaming audio tracks of 

popular Telugu and Kannada movies. Police has reportedly seized hard disks used by Ola to store the songs. 
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Karunya University:  Int. Conf. on Innovations in Electrical, Electronics, Instrumentation and Media 

Technology  

IEEE SB and Dept. of Electrical Technology organized the 

IEEE PELS sponsored International Conference on 

Innovations in Electrical, Electronics, Instrumentation and 

Media Technology (ICIEEIMT 2017) on 3
rd
 & 4

th
  Feb 2017. 

Dr. S. Sundar Manoharan, Vice-Chancellor of Karunya 

University presided. 73 papers were presented.  Notable 

speakers included:  

¶ Dr. Israel Cohen, Prof/Electrical, Technion Institute of 

Technology, Israel 

¶ Dr. M K Radhakrishnan, Vice-President, IEEE Electron 

Devices Society  

¶ Dr. Keval J Kumar, Adjunct Faculty, University of Pune 

 

Karpagam College of Engineering, Coimbatore : International Conference on Electronics and Communication 

Systems (ICECS) 

 

IEEE SB and ECE Dept. organized the International Conference 

on Electronics and Communication Systems (ICECS) on 24
th
 and 

25
th
 Feb 2017.  

 

This conference was technically sponsored by IEEE Product 

Safety Engineering Society - Madras Section.  

 

Out of 163 papers submitted, 54 were accepted for presentation 

 

Prathyusha Engineering College, Chennai: AEEICB-17 ï

International Conference  

 

IEEE SB was an active organizer of AEEICB-17, An 

International Conference on ñAdvances in Electrical, Electronics, 

Information, Communication and Bioinformaticsò in association 

with IETE and CSI held on 27
th
 Feb 2017. 175 papers were 

accepted for the conference and this included papers from USA, 

Taiwan, Malaysia, China, Egypt, and Sri Lanka, Iran etc. The 

Conference was inaugurated by Mr. Godwin Brewart, General 

Manager, Head - Facilities & Support Services, Tata 

Communications Transformation Services Limited and Mr. S. P. 

Karthikeyan, Scientist-E , Open Technology Group, National 

Informatics Centre (NIC), Chennai, Ministry of Electronics; Information Technology, Government of India. There were 

invited technical talks from eminent personalities from Industries and Organisations viz., IITM ,Caterpillar, TNEB, 

MIT, Chennai, Anna University, IEEE-WIE, Chennai and IGCAR. The valedictory function was graced by Dr. 

Nadarajan Nantha Coumarane, Director of Technologies, Aricent Technologies. Dr. Ramesh P.L.N;  Dr. M. Moorthi, 

Prof/ECE and Mr. M. Vasu, Advisor addressed the participants. 

 
Sathyabama University, Chennai: SILICON -2017 

 

IEEE SB organized a national level technical 

symposium,ñSathayabama Inter Collegiate Level IEEE 

CONference - SILICON -2017" on 15
th
 and 16

th
 Feb 2017. Dr. 

M.A. Atmanand, Chair-IEEE Madras Section, delivered the 

inaugural address and released the "Book of Abstracts - 

SILICON-2017' and the first copy was received by Dr. G. 

Sundari, Dean (Student Affairs). 272 participants enthusiastically 

participated in the events viz. Brain Storm, Crack with 

Creativity, Scrambled Circuit, Code in the Dark and Paper 

Presentation. 
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VIT University, Vellore Campus: ñHackbattleò  

IEEE CS SB organised a 24 hour Hackbattle (Hackathon) from 

3
rd
 Ma to 4

th
 Mar 2017.  

 

The team with first position won a cash prize of Rs. 20,000/- for 

their App, Visualize.  

 

This App scans 2-D images and creates a 3-D image of it making 

it easier for people to perceive and learn.  

 

 

IEEE Industrial Applications Society Madras Chapter: Technical Awareness session on Smart Cities 

 

The IEEE ï IAS, Madras Chapter in 

association with IE(I), TNSC Committee and 

L&T Construction Ltd  Td organized a 

technical awareness session on ñSmart Citiesò 

on  4
th
 Mar 2017 at the Convention Center, 

L&T Construction, Manapakkam, Chennai.  

 

At the inaugural session, Mr. S. Rajavel , Sr. 

VP & Head, Water, Smart World & 

Communications    and  

Chairman, IEEE-IAS Madras Chapter 

welcomed the gathering and Mr. R Srinivasan, VP & Head, Smart World & Communications (SW&C), Vice- 

Chairman- IEEE IAS Madras Chapter delivered the keynote address. Dr. G. Ranganath  FIE, chairman,  IE(I), TNSC 

and  Mr. H R Mohan,  Vice Chair, IEEE Madras Section offered felicitation and spoke on the role of professional 

societies in the Smart Cities Initiatives.  

 

The various presentations in this awareness session included: 

 

¶ Smart City Mission ï Progress by Mr. JVS Ramakrishna, Head ï Business Development & Customer 

Relations, Smart Infrastructure (SW&C). 

¶ Smart City and Urban Challenges by Mr.  Shankar Arumugham, National Director, Head ï Strategic 

Consulting, JLL. 

¶ L&T Smart City Projects by Mr. James Caton, Chief Business Officer, Smart Infrastructure (SW&C). 

¶ Smart Cities - Bankersô Perspective by Mr. Raghu Kesavan, Senior Infrastructure Specialist, World Bank. 

¶ Presentation by The Institution of Engineers (India) TNSC Committee 

¶ Presentation on IEEE & IEEE IAS by  Mr. Milan Kumar, Head- Engineering & Services, Solar Business, L&T 

Construction 

 

Panimalar Institute of Technology: IEEE CS Distinguished Lecture Programme on Use of Gamification in 

Education 

The Dept. of ECE, IEEE SB, WIE & CS organized a IEEE CS 

Distinguished Lecture Programme on ñUse of Gamification in 

Educationò  on 15
th
 Mar 2017.  

 

The lecture was given by the distinguished speaker  Dr. Fakhrul 

Hazman Yusoff, Faculty of Computer and Mathematical 

Science (FSKM), Universiti Teknology MARA (UiTM), 

Malaysia on 15
th
 Mar 2017.  

 

Dr. T. Jayanthy Principal Delivered the presidential address. 

Mr. M. Arun, IEEE SBC coordinated the event. 

 

 
 

800 Google Play apps found to have data stealing malware: Over 800 Android apps on Google Play have been 

fouinfected with a "silent" data stealing and leaking malware called 'Xavier'. The malware is capable of downloading 

and executing other malicious codes, as well as stealing users' personal and financial data. The categories of infected 

apps include photo manipulators, utilities, and wallpaper apps among others. 
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IEEE CS Distinguished Lecture  
 

 A distinguished lecture on ñData Driven  Infographicsò by  Dr 
Fakhrul Hazman Yusoff,  Senior Lecturer, Faculty of 

Computer and Mathematical Science,  Head, Spatial Visual 

Analytics Research Group, Universiti Teknology MARA 

(UiTM), Malaysia was jointly organized with IEEE Madras 

Section, IEEE CS, PCS, TEMS and CSI Chennai Chapter on 

15
th
 Mar 2017. The speaker gave an overview on infographics 

in perspective of information technology.  Several techniques 

being used to implement data driven infographics were also 

evaluated during the lecture. A discussion on the latest research being conducted in the area and the future trends of the 

data driven infographics technology was the highlight of the lecture. 

 

SSN College of Engineering: Int. Conf.  Conference on Power and Embedded Drive Control (ICPEDC-2017)  

 

IEEE SB and EEE Dept. organized a three day IEEE 

International Conference on Power and Embedded Drive 

Control (ICPEDC-2017) during 16
th
  to 18

th
  Mar 2017 on the 

theme of óRecent Trends in Power and Embedded drive control 

towards the creation of green energy and smart worldô. Guests 

of Honor included Dr. Prahlad Vadakkepat, Associate 

Professor, National University of Singapore, Singapore; Dr. 

Mahesh K. Mishra, IIT Madras; Dr. Naayagi Ramasamy, New 

Castle University, Singapore; Dr. S. Paramasivam Director, 

Research, Danfoss Industries Pvt. Ltd., Chennai and Dr. R. 

Jayashri, Assoc  Professor, University of New South Wales, 

Australia. The Chief Guest of the inaugural was Dr. M.  A. 

Atmanand, Former Director and Scientist, NIOT & Chairman, IEEE Madras Section.  A panel discussion on óModern 

Trends in Embedded Systemsô was moderated by Dr. V. Kamaraj. The conference, which saw 40 oral presentations, 

was sponsored by IEEE Madras Section, IEEE Power Electronics Society, CSIR & CTS. 

 

SRM University: ALPHA - IEEE Entrepreneurship Summit 2017  

 
 

The IEEE Madras Entrepreneurship and Innovation Committee in association with SRM IEEE Student Branch 

organized óALPHAô- The IEEE Entrepreneurship Summit 2017 on 18
th
 March, 2017. It included a great line up of 

dignitaries alongside Mr. HR Mohan, (Vice chairman, IEEE Madras Section), Mr. Nivas Ravichandran (Young 

Professional Coordinator, R10) and Mr. Vijayakumar (SB Counsellor & HOD/EEE, SRM), heretofore portraying 

bandwagon of panel discussion.  

 

The following speakers gave in the valuable insights of their experience in the different aspects of the entrepreneurship 

world, 

 

¶ Isaac John Wesley (Founder & CEO at Inkmonk) on ñBuilding an nline Market Start-upò. 

¶ R Sampath (Co-Founder & CEO at BeWo Technologies) on ñLast Mile Opprtunitiesò. 

¶ Deepak John (Founder & CEO at Pupa Clic) on ñBuild, Develop and Operateò. 

¶ Ratheesh Krishnan (Manager-L&D at SPI Cinemas) on ñWorkshop: Business Model Canvasò. 
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¶ Thirukumaran Saravanan (Co-Founder at MetARVRse) on ñRiding the 4.0 ARVR Waveò. 

¶ Siddharth Ram (Head of Admissions at SV.CO) on ñStart at Collegeò. 

¶ Harish Srinivasan (Co-Founder at Infinite Engineers) on ñRevamping Educationò. 

 

Alpha succeeded in engaging the budding entrepreneurs and start-up enthusiasts with the fellow entrepreneurs and 

offered them a remarkable exposure to the start-up world. It provided the participants with the opportunity to meet 

experts from the different start-ups, interact as well as to network with them. Moreover, it offered an ideal platform for 

those who had a preset idea in mind and wished to build a start-up out of it.  

 

Besides catalyzing a social shift to encourage entrepreneurship, Alpha also aimed at fostering grassroots innovations, 

innovations in hubs and collaboration with different organisations.  

 

IEEE COMOC Distinguished Lecture 

 

The IEEE Communications Society 

Distinguished Lecture on ñSecurity 

Challenges and Opportunities in   

     

     

     

     

     

 SDN/NFV and 5G Networksò by 

Dr. Ashutosh Dutta, AT&T, New Jersey, 

IEEE Communications Society 

Distinguished Lecturer,  Director Industry Outreach - IEEE Communications Society, IEEE 5G Initiative Co-

Lead was organized jointly by IEEE Madras Section, IEEE COMSOC, IEEE CS, IEEE PSES, IEEE CSS & 

IEEE RAS on March  21, 2017 at Anna University Chennai.  

 

Dr. Ashutosh Dutta discussed on how the telecom operators and service providers  can leverage SDN/NFV to provide 

flexible and cost effective service without compromising the end user quality of service (QoS). He also discussed on the 

virtualized Evolved Packet Core (EPC), virtualized IP Multimedia Services (IMS), Virtualized Residential Gateway, 

and Virtualized Next Generation Firewalls. He addressed on the various security challenges and opportunities 

introduced by network virtualization, network slicing, and software defined networking. Further, he  highlighted some 

of the ongoing activities within the standards communities and illustrated a few deployment use case scenarios.  

 

Dr P Sakthivel, Chair, IEEE CS welcomed the gathering and Mr P Subramanian, Chair, IEEE COMSOC introduced the 

speaker. The lecture was attended by UG/PG students, research scholars, faculty and professional members from 

industry. 

 

Report by: P. Subramanain, surya602@yahoo.co.in  
 

SSN College of Engineering: WiSPNETï2017: IEEE  International  Conference  on  Wireless Communications,  

Signal  processing  and  Networking   

 

The  ECE Dept. of SSN College of 

Engineering hosted  the 2
nd

 edition of three 

day IEEE  international  conference  on  

Wireless Communications,  Signal  processing  

and  Networking  (WiSPNET  2017)  during  

22-24 Mar 2017 on the theme óAdvancement 

in Information Communication towards the 

creation of Smart Worldô. This conference was 

technically sponsored by IEEE MAS Section, 

IEEE ComSoc Madras and financially 

supported by DST ï SERB, New Delhi, ISRO, Bangalore & Pearson Education Pvt. Ltd.  

 

The conf. received 1450 papers of which 600 papers accepted and  561 were registered. Around 500 papers were 

presented in 63 technical sessions held in four parallel tracks in three days.  

 

Dr. LajosHanzo, IEEE Distinguished Lecturer of both the Communications Society and the Vehicular Society, 

University of Southampton, UK, Dr. OzanTonguz, Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering, Carnegie Mellon 

University, USA, Dr. David Akopian, Professor, Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of Texas at San 

mailto:surya602@yahoo.co.in
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Antonio, USA, Dr. Giacomo Morabito, Associate Professor, Department of Computer Engineering and 

Telecommunications, University of Catania, Italy, Dr. Raed Mesleh, Vice Dean, German Jordanian University, Jordan 

were the Guest of Honours of the Inaugural function. They had also delivered keynote talks during the conf.   

 

A total of 6 tutorials were conducted with Dr. Raed Mesleh, Dr. Kota Solomon Raju, CSIR-CEERI, Pilani, Mr. Viyay 

Anand, Director, Aricent, Mr. Vishal Sharma, Engineering Manager at Intel, Bangalore, Dr. Santi P. Maity, Professor, 

Dept. of IT, Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur and Mr. Vishwas Lakkundi, IoT 

Specialist & Consultant, Bengaluru as resource persons.  

 

The conference also hosted two workshops, titled óNew Technologies in 5Gô and óVisible Light Communicationsô and 

one Panel Discussion on ó5G and Internet of Thingsô. 

 

Dr. S. Radha was the conference chair and Dr. R. Kishore, Asso.Prof / ECE, Mr.  N.  Prabagarane, AP / ECE were the 

organizing chairs for the event.  

 

IEEE TEMS & VIT University, Chennai Campus: National Seminar on ñDigital Transformation in Indian 

Industryò 

IEEE TEMS along with VIT Chennai organized a two day national seminar on ñDigital Transformation in Indian 

Industryò on 10
th
 & 11

th
 Mar 2017. The seminar was well attended with 55 delegates from industry and student & 

academic community. The esteemed guests at the inaugural session were Dr. Sivakumar, Director, CVRDE, Mr. Srivats 

Ram, MD, Wheels India Ltd,   Mr. HR Mohan, Vice Chair, IEEE Madras Section and Dean, VIT, Chennai. 

 

The seminar covered various topics such as 

Digitalization of Enterprises, Industry 4.0, 

Industrial IOT, Digital Manufacturing, Digital 

Retailing, Digital Product Development, 

Digital Analysis and Product Design, 

Business Analytics, Operative Analytics and 

Digital Workforce through the following 15 

invited talks by eminent experts from 

industry, Academia and R&D institutions.  

 

¶ Trends in Digitalisation of  

Enterprises  by Mr. B. Pon 

Manivannan, Principal Technology 

Leader, L&T Technology Services 

¶ Digital Transformation Overview by Mr. Murali Meenakshi Sundaram,  Consultant, CTS   

¶ Retailing in the Digital Era by  Mr. Rajesh, Retail & Supplier behaviour Expert  

¶ Digital Manufacturing by Mr. Ayyappan Ramamurthy, Technical Director, Siemens PLM Software  

¶ Industry 4.0 by Mr.  Murali Chandrahasan, Head - Engineering IT Solutions & Services, L & T  Technology  

Services   Limited  

¶ Digital Product Development by Mr. Upendra, General Manager, Renault Nissan Technology Development 

and Business Center  

¶ Connected Cars by Mr. Vinod  Venkateswaran, Industry Principal - Engineering Services, Infosys  

¶ Digital Transformation in Automotive Industry  by Mr. Sreegururaj, Senior Manager, Mahindra R&D  

¶ Digital Manufacturing by  Mr. Joe Ajay,    EOS  

¶ Future Connected Trucks by Mr. Sureshkumar, Divisional Manager, Smart Engineering, Daimler India 

Commercial Vehicles Pvt. Ltd, Chennai  

¶ Business Analytics by Mr. Sudeesh, Senior Program Manager, Verizon 

¶ Design Analysis and Product Improvement - Case Study by    Dr. V. Balamurugan, Scientist, CVRDE, DRDO  

¶ Digital Workforce by  Dr. V. Umasankar, Professor, SMBS, VIT, Chennai 

¶ Digital Product Development ï Case Study by Dr. S. Sundaresh, Chair IEEE TEMS and DRDO Distinguished  

Fellow, DRDO, Chennai  

¶ Operational Analytics by  Dr. Sudarsanam,  Prof. Business School, VIT, Chennai. 

 

Dean VIT, Chennai and Dr. Sundaresh Chair, IEEE TEMS Madras distributed the certificates to the participants. 

 

 
Microsoft unveils Modern Keyboard with fingerprint reader : Tech giant Microsoft has unveiled a new "Modern 

Keyboard" with an integrated fingerprint reader. Unlike its predecessor Surface Keyboard, the Modern Keyboard has 
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the ability to use a cable for a wired connection instead of wireless. The new keyboard will work with Windows 10, 

MacOS, and the latest versions of Android and is priced at $129.99. 

Dr. N. G. P. Institute of Technology, Coimbatore: Intl. Conf. on Innovations in Green Energy and Healthcare 

Technologies-2017 

 

IEEE SB along with EEE and Biomedical 

Engineering Depts organized IEEE 

International Conference ICIGEHT-2017, from 

16
th 

to 18
th 

Mar 2017, in association with 

Florida Atlanta University, KMCH and IEEE 

Madras Section. The theme of the conference, 

óInnovations in Green Energy and Healthcare 

Technologiesô proved popular, attracting about 

500 delegates. Distinguished speakers included:  

 

¶ Dr. A. Alphones, Prof/EEE and Programme 

Coordinator (Research), Nanyang 

Technological University, Singapore  

¶ Dr. Parag G Shah, Ophthalmologist, Dept. of Paediatric Retina and Ocular Oncology, Aravind Eye Care System, 

Coimbatore  

¶ Dr. P. V. Manivannan, Prof/Mech, Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IITM)  

¶ Dr. G. Sai Narayanan, HCL Technologies, Chennai 

¶ Mr. J. Stephen, R & D Manager, Akas Medical Systems, Chennai 

¶ Mr. J. Visweswaran, Senior Academic Technical Consultant, NI Systems (India)  Bangalore 

¶ Dr. R. Karthikeyan, CTO,  Teclever Solutions   

¶ Mr. Chaitanya Srinivas Lanka, Senior Clinical Application Specialist, Restorative Therapies Group, India 

Medtronic Pvt Ltd, Hyderabad 

¶ Mr. F. Mohammed Akmal, Senior Executive, Digital Factory, Siemens Ltd, Coimbatore 

 

A record number of 520 papers were received from various countries out of which 250 papers were selected and 140 

papers were presented. Dr. Nalla G. Palaniswami, Chairman, KMCH presided over the conference. Dr. Thavamani D 

Palaniswami, Secretary; Dr. O. T. Buvaneswaran, Chief Executive Officer, KMCRET; Dr. J. Sivakumaran, Chief 

Operating Officer, KMCH; Dr. K. Porkumaran, Principal; Mrs. J. Vijayalakshmi, Senior Manager, Biomedical 

Engineering, KMCH; Dr. S. Prabakar, Head/BME; Dr. M. Gopinath, Prof/EEE and Dr. S. Jaganathan, Head/EEE 

addressed the participants.  

SSN College of Engineering: ICBSII 2017 

 

2017 IEEE Third International Conference on 

Biosignals, Images and Instrumentation, was 

organized by the IEEE SB, Dept. of Biomedical 

Engg and Centre for Healthcare technologies in 

association with IEEE MAS Section between 

16
th
 to 18

th
 Mar 2017. The organizers of the 

conference were Dr. A. Kavitha, Head/BME, 

Ms. R. Nithya AP/BME and Ms. M. 

Dhanalakshmi AP/BME. ICBSII 2017 received 

international speakers such as Mr. Omar Saleh, 

Founder and CEO of Recyl3Dc, Canada; Ms. 

Nicole McCallum, Executive Director, 

Recycl3D; Dr. Laxmi Iyer, MD, Biotechin, 

Asia Singapore; Dr G.Sudhir Ortho Spine surgeon, SRMC; Dr. Debdoot Sheet, AP/EEE, IIT Kharagpur; Dr. 

Devanathan Raghunathan, Chief Medical Officer, Advanced First Aid Research Pte. Ltd, Singapore Eye Research 

Institute, Singapore; Mr. Hrushikesh Garud, Technical Lead, Advanced Driver Assistance Systems, Embedded 

Processing Texas Instruments (I) Pvt. Ltd. and Mr. G. Karthikeyan, Co-Founder, Wildbox technologies, Singapore. 42 

papers were presented for the conference.  

 

 
 

Villagers to get free legal advice via video conferencing: The government has launched a new initiative called 'Tele-

Law', which will provide free legal assistance to people in rural areas, through video conferencing. Training will also be 

provided to village women, who will act as paralegal volunteers for villagers. Government-appointed lawyers will 

provide advice and training on issues like women and child rights, domestic violence and land disputes. 
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Kalasalingam University, Krishnankoil: 2017 IEEE International Conference 

 
IEEE SB organized the international conference 

on ñIntelligent Techniques in Control, 

Optimization and Signal Processing 

(INCOSô17)ò during 23
rd
 to 25

th
 Mar 2017. 

Distinguished speakers included:  

¶ Dr. B. Yegnanarayana, INSA Senior 

Scientist, IIIT, Hyderabad 

¶ Dr. Swagatam Das, AP, ISI, Kolkata 

¶ Dr. K. Rajasekharam, Deputy Director- 

DSTARS, DRDL, Hyderabad 

¶ Dr. S. S. Dash, Professor- EEE, SRM 

University, Chennai 

¶ Dr. Kyung-tae Kim, Professor, Hannam University, South Korea 

¶ Dr. Stella Morris and Dr. Ezra Morris Abraham, Assoc Prof, UTAR, Malaysia  

¶ Dr. N. Kumarappan, Prof, Annamalai University, Chidambaram  

¶ Dr. S. Hosimin Thilagar, Prof, Anna University, Chennai  

¶ Dr. K. Ramar, Professor (Retd), IIT, Madras 

 

Dr. S. Shasi Anand, Director; Dr. D. Devaraj, IEEE SBC and Dr. P. Aruna Jeyanthi, HOD/EEE also addressed the 

participants.  

 

Hindustan University, Chennai : Intl. Conf. on Sustainable Environment and Energy (ICSEE 2017)  

 

IEEE SB and Depts of EEE & Civil organized a 

two-day International Conference on 

Sustainable Environment and Energy 

(ICSEE'17) on 6
th
 and 7

th
 Apr 2017 at 

Hindustan University.   

 

The conference attracted 260 participants of 

which 150 of them presented papers in tracks 

namely Structural/ Construction Engineering, 

Environmental Engineering, Hydrogen 

Production & Storage and Renewable Energy. 

The Resource persons and distinguished 

speakers included: 

 

¶ Dr. Valerie Keller, Senior Scientist, University of Strasbourg, France  

¶ Dr. Ajayan Vinu, Professor on Nanomaterials, University of South Australia, Adelaide  

¶ Dr. R.N.Das , GM, BHEL 

¶ Mr. K.Saravanan, Vice President, Eversendai Construction 

¶ Dr. B.Vishwanathan, Professor Emeritus, IIT Madras 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Verghese, Chancellor; Dr. G. Ilavazhagan, Director-Research and Dr. Jessy Rooby, conference convener 

addressed the participants.  The conference was organized with the support of IEEE PES, Indian Concrete Institute (ICI) 

and Dept. of Science and Technology (SERB).  

 

SA Engineering College: International Conference 

 

IEEE SB and ECE Dept. in association with IEEE Photonics 

Society organized International conference on ñEmerging 

Trends In Information And Communication ïEMTIC 2017ò on 

6
th
 & 7

th
  Apr 2017.  

Mrs. K. S. Geetha, Asst. General Manager, BSNL, Rajiv 

Gandhi Telecom Training Centre, Chennai was the chief guest.   
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IEEE Madras Entrepreneurship and Innovation Sub-Committee: Design Thinking Workshop 

 

The IEEE Madras Entrepreneurship and Innovation Sub-

Committee in partnership with TiE Chennai organized  the 

ñDesign Thinking Workshopò on 19
th
  Apr 2017 at IIT Madras 

Research Park.  

.  

The guest speaker was  Mr. Arun Jain, Chairman, Intellect 

Design Arena  

 

The workshop gave a comprehensive idea about how career 

building, skill development, entrepreneurship can be tackled 

with a design focus. 

 

VIT University, Vellore campus: iInternational Conference on Innovations in Power and Advanced Computing 

Technologies (i-PACT 2017 

 

 
 

Vellore Institute of Technology (VIT) University-Vellore, School of Electrical Engineering (SELECT) in association 

with VIT- IEEE Nuclear and Plasma & Science Society (NPSS) had organized an ñInternational Conference on 

Innovations in Power and Advanced Computing Technologies (i-PACT 2017)ò technically co-sponsored by IEEE 

Madras Section to during 21
st
 and 22

nd
 April 2017. The focus of the conference is to provide a unique platform for 

exchange of ideas and synergy among researchers, academicians, industrial experts and entrepreneurs across the globe 

in a gamut of divergent engineering and technology disciples. State of the art innovations in power and advanced 

computing technologies including latest research trends and developments in emerging areas such as smart and micro 

grids, automatic control & computing technologies in Green Commercial Buildings, Molecular Imaging, Smart 

Photonic Systems, Cognitive Computing etc are deliberated during the conference.  

 

i-PACT 2017 has received an overwhelming response from the participants and researchers with more than 700 

research papers received, 420 papers were shortlisted after extensive review process and over 350 registered 

participants from several countries. 22 parallel sessions for presentation of research papers on a wide variety of themes 

such as Renewable Energy Systems, Signal Processing, Communication Engineering, Soft-computing & Big Data 

Analytics was presented. In addition, a galaxy of 21 keynote expert lectures will be delivered by industry experts and 

researchers from world-class universities, both national as well as international such as RMIT University- Australia, 

Nanyang Technological University-Singapore, IBM Systems -Singapore, University of Malaya, Federal University of 

Maranhao, Brazil and Universiti Teknologi ï Malaysia, University of Moratuwa- Sri Lanka, Aswan University- Egypt, 

Naresuan University- Thailand, CSIR-National Aerospace Laboratories-India, Department of Atomic Energy- India, 

IITs, NITs etc. Shri. S. Rajavel, Sr. Vice President & Head - Water, Smart World & Communications, Larsen & Toubro 

Limited, Chennai was the chief guest. Shri. Venkat Kumar Tangirala, President, Windstream Energy Technologies 

India pvt. Ltd, Dr. Saad Mechklief, Professor, University of Malaya, Malaysia, Dr. Narayana Prasad Pathy, Dean 

Academics, IIT, Roorkee and Dr. H. R. Mohan, Vice Chairman, IEEE Madras Section were the guest of honour.  

 

A panel discussion on ñSmart Energy Grid Engineeringò was organized on the first day of the conference. Smart Grid, 

Smart Energy, Smart building Automation, IOT and Cognitive Computing were the topics of discussion. The highlight 



IEEE India Info. Vol. 12   No. 2  Apr ɀ Jun 2017 Page 19 
 

of i-PACT 2017 was the congregation of experts and researchers from around the globe which provided the much 

needed impetus for joint collaborations, interactions and exchange of expertise.    

 

NASA SpaceApps Challenge 2017  

 

SpaceApps is a NASA incubator innovation program. 

For 48 hours across the world, problem solvers join in 

for NASAôs International Space Apps Challenge, one 

of the largest hackathons in the World. VIT, Vellore 

being one of the seven locations in India out of 200 

across the globe this year from 183 countries. 

Empowered by open data from NASA, IEEE-SB at 

VIT offered hobbyists, colleagues and friends a 

chance to solve perplexing challenges in new 

unexpected ways this 29
th
 and 30

th
 of April, 2017. 

 

The Hack started at 9:00 a.m. on the 29
th
 of April 

2017 with around 150+ participants witnessing 

healthy participation from institutions like IIT Madras, 

SRM Univ., VIT Chennai and 15 other colleges from Mysore, Coimbatore, Bangalore and Trichy. There was a Hack 

Shop with all possible electronic components like raspberry pi3, Arduino, Mpu050 and sensors at the disposal of the 

participants at all times during the hack. Mentors from Bellatrix, Endurance International Group (Mayank Sehgal) and 

Lattice Innovations (Soura Bhattacharya) joined the hack to guide and assist the participants with their projects. A 

researcher at the US Army Aero flight dynamics Directorate at NASA enlightened the participants in the field of Data 

Science via Skype conference. 

 

The Vice Chair and Chair, SAC, IEEE Madras Section Mr. H.R. Mohan along with Madras Section Executive 

Committee member, and the SAC Co-Chair Dr. S. Koteeswaran and Treasurer of IEEE Madras, and the Chair of IEEE 

CS, Dr. P. Sakthivel were the Guests of Honour for NASA SpaceApps event.  

 

The Hack came to an end after the pitching of prodigious projects by the participants. Three teams namely Team Go 

(VIT Vellore), Team Tech-Narvi (Sri Krishna College of Engineering, Coimbatore) & Team Kepler (VIT Vellore) won 

the Challenge held at VIT Vellore by addressing problems related to finding water resources using satellite images, 

predetermining and improving safety for beach-goers and creating a virtual space-ship simulator respectively. These 

teams get a chance to participate at the Global-level Challenge being organized on 5
th
  May 2017. 

 

Panimalar Institute of Technology: ICIETETô17 

 

IEEE, SAE, ISTE, IETE, CSI & ICTACT supported the Second 

International Conference on Innovative & Emerging Trends in 

Engineering and Technology held on 15
th
 May 2017.  

 

The distinguished speakers included Dr. R. Srinivasan, Member 

Secretary, Tamil  Nadu State Council for Science and 

Technology & Dr. T. Jayanthi, S.O (H+), Head of Real Time 

Systems Division, Electronics and Instrumentation group, 

IGCAR, Kalpakkam. Dr.T.Jayanthy, Principal presided over the 

conference. 

 
 

St. Peterôs College of Engineering and Technology: International Conference  

 

IEEE SB, IT & ECE Depts organized  the 3
rd
 IEEE 

International Conference on Sensing, Signal Processing and 

Securityò on 4
th
 and 5

th
 May 2017.  97 papers were presented 

for the conference.  

 

The distinguished speakers were: Dr. Ian Ton, Multimedia 

University, Malaysia; Dr. A. Gopal, Senior Scientist, CEERI; 

Dr. S. Swamynathan, Anna University, Chennai; and Dr. Sithu 

D.Sudarsan, ABB, Bangalore.  
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IEEE MAS Student Project Funding (SPF 2016-17)  

 

 

The seventh edition of the IEEE MAS Student Project Funding started in the year 2010-2011 for the IEEE student 

members of UG courses for the year 2016-2017 was successfully carried out with final demonstrations on 20
th
 May 

2017. An eminent panel of judges evaluated the demonstrations of the student projects. Six projects were selected for 

the funding.  The students of these selected projects will receive the project completion certificate and cash prizes of 

varying amount as specified in the table. At the start of the SPF demo event, Dr. T. Micheal Kumar, Secretary, IEEE 

Madras Section welcomed the project team members, faculty members, panel of judges and the invitees. Project demos 

were validated for the working model by the judges and graded them for cash awards which were finalised by Dr. P.A. 

Manoharan, Chairman and Dr. S. Elangovan, Co-Chairman of SPF sub-committee and approved by Mr. H.R. Mohan, 

Vice Chairman, IEEE Madras Section and Dr. Sakthivel, Treasurer, IEEE Madras Section. At the valedictory function, 

Mr. C. R. Sasi, Ombudsman and Past Chair, IEEE Madras Section addressed the student participants on the importance 

of the projects in their career.  Dr. P. A. Manoharan, Chairman, SPF highlighted the process adopted for the SPF.  Mr. 

H R. Mohan, announced the list of projects selected for Project Funding for the period 2016-17 and congratulated the 

prize winners and also appreciated the others for their efforts.  The event concluded with the vote of thanks by Dr. S. 

Elangovan, Co-Chairman, SPF. All the student participants were provided with travel support.    

 
Student Projects Selected for Funding for the year 2016 ï 2017 

 

Sl. 

No. 

Project Title Name of the Student Name of the College Funding 

(Rs) 

1. Synthesis and characterization of 

Cadmium oxide nanocomposite 

materials for cervical cancer 

diagnostics 

Ms. Sri Valli Meena S 

Ms. Vedhajanani Y S 

Ms. Vignesha Priya B 

Rajalakshmi Engineering 

College 

15000  

2. Robotic book scanner Mr. Vinoth K 

Mr. Velagapudi Deepak 

Mr. Reddivari Sai Saran 

Panimalar Institute of 

Technology 

12000 

3. Vehicle detectors for blind spots 

to prevent accidents 

Ms.  Nithila Shereen R 

 

Karunya University 10000 

4. Bhrty Artana Mr. Simerna Jayanthi 

Sushil 

KCG College of Technology 8000 

5. Implementation of secure LPG 

stove assistance system using IOT 

Mr. Hariharasudhan M 

 

Knowledge Institute of 

Technology 

6000 

6. Intelligent security system based 

24/7 lockers 

Ms. Naomi sherin Lilly A 

Ms. Velayini S 

 

Dr. Sivanthi Aditanar 

College of Engineering 

4000 

 

The above are only the select events held at various SBs and the IEEE Madras Section. IEEE MAS LINK, the monthly 

newsletter features all the events and the issues are archived in a shared folder at https://goo.gl/nrpibv They can also be 

accessed from the archives website at http://ieeecs-madras.managedbiz.com/link-web/index.html  

https://goo.gl/nrpibv
http://ieeecs-madras.managedbiz.com/link-web/index.html
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IEEE Pune Section Events 
 
Young Professional Affinity Group: Training on MATLAB  

 

A three day training programme to Electrical Professionals on 

ñMATLAB for Electrical Engineers ñ form 9
th
 to 11

th
 March 

2017  was organized by Dept. of Electrical Engineering , 

PVGôs COET in association with  Young Professional 

Affinity Group,  IEEE Pune Section.   

 

The participants which included few from start-up companies  

were given training on the use of Simulink and various block 

sets of MATLAB as a professional software. Few of them 

were the start-up companies.   

 

 

The resource person was Mr. Hrishikesh Mehta, from Kuber Technologies,  Varanasi. With his  wide experience in 

automation and control, he had conducted theory as well as practical sessions. The practical sessions were well 

appreciated by the participants  as it consisted of softawre and hardware coordination and control. The delegates were 

happy with the content of course covering basic scripts, functions, blocksets s well as GUI etc.  

A total of 35 participants, of which 12 were IEEE members and 15 were students benefited from the programme,  

 

Women In Engineering Affinity Group: International Women Day  

 
 

International Women Day was celebrated by   WIE AG, IEEE Pune section at PCCOE College  Akurdi  on 25
th
 March 

2017 on the  theme ñWomen Empowermentò was organized in association with IBM and Google Women Techmakers  

Group (WTM), Pune.  

 

Dr. Rajashree Jain, Vice Chair, WIE, IEEE India Council and Secretary IEEE Pune Section and Ms. Lekha 

Panikulangara IEEE WIE Pune Chair for 2017 were present at the programme and shared details about IEEE Pune 

Section WIE, and how it is beneficial for student and women professionals. Dr.  Rajashree Jain in her  well appreciated 

inspirational talk shared on how women play multiple roles and face challenges at home and work yet they move ahead 

successfully in their professional career. She also shared her own experiences that motivated many women, who could 

relate to their own lives.  

 

In an overview session. Mr. Swanand Gadre, Advisory Software Engineer, IBM covered the Watson capabilities and 

Watson APIs which was useful to the young women students and faculties on exploring Watson APIs for analytics and 

cognitive capabilities. The faculties and student requested for a follow session where they could get hands on 

experience on IBM Bluemix and IBM Watson.  
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In a fun filled activity on collaboration and networking, by Pranoti Nandurkar, along with the briefing about Women 

Techmakers, a quiz and fun activities were conducted for participants. Goodies and gifts were presented to active 

participation. Five teams were asked to demonstrate activities for women role in society. Students grouped into 5 teams 

and enacted skits to show the role played of women at home and offices and add value as individuals in society.A total 

of 19 faculty members and 37 students participated in this programme.  

 

Education Society Chapter: Workshop on ñComputing with Funò 

 

A workshop on ñComputing with Funò was conducted on 

13
th
 and 15

th
 April, 2017 at Sungrace School, Pune. It was a 

part of the series of workshops under ñCultivating Creativity 

and Curiosity in Children (QuadraïC)ò program 

conceptualized by the Education Society of IEEE Pune 

Section. 

 

The workshop was conducted by the Education Society in 

association with the Rotary Club of Pune Horizon, Pune.  The 

main objective of this workshop was to introduce concepts 

related to Algorithmic thinking, Reasoning, and Decision 

making in relation to Computational Science. The students 

participated in this event had no earlier exposure to computers, 

except in the use of Internet. Emphasis during the workshop 

was on evolving basic logic necessary for development of Computer Algorithms through interactive games. Number 

Sorting was taken as an example and participants were made to evolve the necessary logic behind sorting, through 

numerous games. Initially, they were made to learn the methodology behind sorting to specific types of numbering 

sequences, understand the mistakes and correct them. Later they were made to evolve the logic for sorting random 

sequences. Many practical applications for number sorting were also explained to them. Participants were also 

introduced to concepts of óLoopingô and óDecision Treesô and how they are useful in writing efficient programming. In 

the beginning, children were made to understand and appreciate the need for Computing, Calculating and 

Communicating and how all the three aspects are integrated in modern devices. The workshop was attended by 37 

children of Std X. Certificates were distributed to all by Shri Vijai Pillai, Director, Sun grace School. All participants 

were immensely happy with the workshop and desired to have more of such workshops. 

 

Compiled by Dr.(Mrs). Rajashree Jain, rajashreejain@gmail.com  

 

 
 

Startup to launch 24x7 open self-driving store in China: Swedish startup Wheelys is launching a 24x7 open self-

driving store called 'Moby Mart' in China's Shanghai. The store uses artificial intelligence and computer vision to 

navigate streets and carries items like fresh food, sneakers and magazines. Users will need to scan the items they're 

taking, and an app will deduct the amount from users' account when they leave the store. 

 

Google buys 300 modular apartments at $30mn for US employees: In the wake of skyrocketing rents in the Silicon 

Valley, Google has ordered 300 units of modular apartments for its employees from a startup called Factory OS, in a 

deal worth up to $30 million. Modular homes are completely built in a factory and assembled like puzzle pieces onsite. 

This process reduces the cost of construction by 20-50%.  

 

Amazon store tech prevents shoppers from seeing price online: Amazon has been granted a patent for a new 

technology that prevents its in-store shoppers from checking prices of products online. The technology allows Amazon 

to intercept network requests like URLs and search terms that happen on its in-store Wi-Fi. Amazon can also use 

requested information to sell shoppers the products they are looking online. 

 

Every Indian would consume 11GB data/month by 2022: Report: According to Ericsson Mobility Report 2017, 

every smartphone user in India would consume 11GB data a month by the year 2022, growing at a compound annual 

growth rate (CAGR) of almost 40%. The report listed fast smartphone adoption, changing users' behaviour, and 

disruptive pricing strategies as the reasons behind the increase in data consumption. 

 

Google Drive to offer automatic backup of any folder on PC: Google's cloud storage tool Google Drive will be 

launching a new app called Backup and Sync on June 28. The tool will allow users to choose folders they want to 

backup instead of having to place them inside the Drive folder. However, users will only be able to backup data up to 

15 GB on the Drive for free 

 

 

mailto:rajashreejain@gmail.com
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UP Section Events 
 
Amity School of Engineering and Technology: 7th international conference CONFLUENCE-2017 

 

 
 
The Dept. of Computer Science & Engineering, Amity School of Engineering and Technology (ASET) organized a 

two-day 7th international conference  CONFLUENCE-2017 themed on ñCloud  Computing , Data Science and 

Engineeringò at Amity Campus, Sector-125, Noida durin 12-13, Jan 2017. 

 

This two day conference was organized in academic partnership with University of Massachusetts, Lowell, USA, 

University of Florida, USA, Memorial University of Newfoundland- Canada, University of Cape Town-South Africa, 

Queen's University Belfast-UK, University of Melbourne, Australia. Confluence is an initiative taken to nurture the 

talent and promote innovation as per the vision of Amityôs Founder President Dr. Ashok K. Chauhan, who believes in 

outcome based actions with long term sustainability and under the dynamic leadership of Chancellor Dr. Atul Chauhan.  

 

CONFLUENCE 2017 welcomed 40 international guests from 20+ countries including USA, UK, Australia, Canada, 

Malaysia, New Zealand, South Africa, Philippines, Netherland, Scotland and Singapore. There has been overwhelming 

response for research paper submissions and 539 research paper submissions were received on Cloud Computing, Data 

Science & Engineering from faculty members and Ph.D. scholars both at national and international level. With well 

designed review process, only 149 manuscripts including papers from foreign universities (Argentina, Australia, 

Ethiopia, Germany, Greece, Iceland, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Philippines, Russia, South Africa, Taiwan, USA, 

United Arab Emirates and United Kingdom), that met stringent requirements of high scientific quality and significance, 

originality, and priority were accepted and presented during the two days of Confluence in various technical sessions. 

All the papers registered and presented will be submitted to IEEE for publication in IEEE Xplore Digital Library and all 

published papers would be indexed in SCOPUS. 

 

Prof. (Dr.) Ajith Abrahim, Director, Machine Intelligence Research Lab, USA; Prof. (Dr.) Jan van den Berg, Scientific 

Director, Delft University of Technology, Netherlands; Prof. (Dr.) Simeon Simoff, Dean (School of Computing, 

Engineering and Mathematics), University of Western Sydney, Australia; Prof. (Dr.) Patrick Hanghui Then, Associate 

Dean Computing, Head of Advance Informatics Consultation and Research Group, Swinburne University of 

Technology, Australia; Prof. (Dr.) Haim Levkowitz, Chair, Computer Science Department, University of 

Massachusetts, USA; Prof. (Dr.) Balvinder Shukla, Vice Chancellor, Amity University Uttar Pradesh; Prof. (Dr.) D. K. 

Bandopadhyay, Chief Advisor, Founder President Office; Prof. (Dr.) Abhay Bansal- Jt. Acting Head, Amity School of 

Engineering & Technology & Head, Department of Computer Science & Engineering; Prof. (Dr.) M.K. Dutta, Jt. 

Acting Head, Addl. Dir., ADET, HOD (ECE), ASET, Amity University Uttar Pradesh; and Prof. (Dr.) K.M. Soni, 

Deputy Dean, Domain Engg. & Technology, Amity University Uttar Pradesh participated in the inaugural session of the 

Conference along with other 25 distinguished international guests. 

 

Welcoming the distinguished gathering, Prof. (Dr.) Abhay Bansal said that 7th International Confluence focuses on 

ñcloud computing, data science and engineeringò and will act as a platform to discuss and deliberate upon trends and 

issues pertaining to it. He called upon the students to make the most out of their interactions with the corporate leaders 

and world renowned Academicians, which will give them a deeper insight into the Industry.  

 

Through a wide range of keynote speeches, tutorials, special sessions like CEO Forum and Plenary session audience 

witnessed new ways to deal with the challenges faced in areas of cloud computing, data science and engineering. 

 

During the conference, Amity University signed 12 MoUôs.  The first alumni meet ñASET CSE alumni connect 2017ò 

was successfully hosted with 75 alumniôs participating and strengthening their bond with the alma mater.  
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The valedictory session was graced by Prof. (Dr.) G.P. Li, Director, California Institute of Telecommunications and 

Information Technology, University of California, USA, Prof. (Dr.) Dennis Peters, Head of Department of Electrical 

and Computer Engineering, Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada, Prof. (Dr.) Virendra Kumar C. Bhavsar, 

Honorary Research Professor, University of New Brunswick, Canada, Prof. (Dr.) S. N. Singh, Professor, IIT Kanpur & 

IEEE R10 Conference and Technical Seminar Coordinator, India, Prof. (Dr.) Mohammad S. Obaidat, Chair Department 

of Computer and Information Science, Fordham University, USA, Prof. (Dr.) Parma Nand, Auckland University, New 

Zealand, and Prof. (Dr.) Keshav Dahal, University of the West of Scotland, Scotland.  

 

Amity Leadership Awards were presented during this session and in presence were many reputed and senior dignitaries 

from the Industry. These included  Mr. Sanjay Khajuria, Vice President, Nestlé India, Mr. Anuj Agarwal, Managing 

Director, Blue Dart Express, Mr. Praveen Saharya, Director, Tom Ford, Mr. Vibhu Mahajan, Chief Operating Officer, 

Choko la, Mr. Ashok Sharma, Head, Products & Marketing, Escorts, Mr. Vipin M. Sharma, Head Delhi & UPW and 

Mr. Rajesh Bajaj, Cluster Head, Reliance BIG TV, Mr. Sudhir Aggarwal, Vice President, Thomson Reuters South Asia 

Pvt. Ltd., Mr. Raman Roy, Founder, Quatrro Global Services, Mr. Rahul Mittra, CEO, Wave Cinemas, Mr. Sameer 

Garg, Vice President and Mr. Manish Kaushik, Asst. Vice President, Axis Bank, Mr. Niraj Singla, Vice President,  Zee 

Entertainment Enterprises, Mr. Sanjai Saxena, Vice President, Tech Mahindra (Digital IMEA Region), Mr. Sushil 

Kumar, Development Centre Head, Infosys, on behalf of Dr. Vishal Sikka, CEO, Infosys, Ms. Padmaja Ruparel & Mr 

Raman Roy, Co-Founders, Indian Angel Network, Mr. Rajan S. Mathews, Director General, Cellular Operators 

Association of India & Ms. Ruchi Dhawan Sharma, Head, Talent Acquisition, Max Life Insurance.  

 

Also academic awards were conferred upon to distinguished academicians for their significant contribution in their 

respective fields. These included Prof. (Dr.) Haim Levkowitz, Chair, Computer Science Department, University of 

Massachusetts, USA; Prof. (Dr.) Simeon Simoff, Dean (School of Computing, Engineering and Mathematics), 

University of Western Sydney, Australia and Prof. John Yearwood, Head of School, Faculty of Science Engg. & Built 

Environment, School of Info Technology, Melbourne Burwood Campus, Deakin University. 

 

The two day Conference ended on a high note with all the international guests being taken for a visit to The Taj Mahal, 

Agra, the beautiful historical monument, on 14th January.  

 

Report by: Prof. (Dr.) Abhay Bansal, abansal1@amity.edu 

 

 

IIIT Allahabad: Workshop on Advanced Research in Microelectronics (WARM) 

 
IIIT Allahabad organized four days ñWorkshop on 

Advanced Research in Microelectronics (WARM)ò 

from 26
th
 to 29

th
 January 2017. This workshop was 

accomplished with specialized training program (on the 

design of analog and digital integrated circuits using 

commercial technology design kits and simulation tools, 

fabrication methods etc.) in the Department of 

Electronics & Communication.  

 

The speakers in this workshop from Industries were Mr 

Nitin Jaiswal (FreeScale Semiconductors (NXP)) and 

Mr. Sumit Srivastava (Synopsys)ò. ñProf. B.R. Singh, Dr. Manish Goswami and  Dr. Prasanna Kumar Misraò were 

from the academics. In this 4 day workshop, focus on design and verification of analog and digital integrated circuits 

with exposure to the latest EDA tools was given. More emphasis on laboratory work was given during the workshop. In 

addition to this, physical design and verification of VLSI systems was also covered. The workshop formally 

inaugurated by Director of IIITA, Prof. G.C. Nandi. 

 

The expert lectures delivered included:  

 

¶ ñVLSI Technology- Importance and Role in Designò by Prof. B.R. Singh 

¶ ñSRAM Design and Memory Architectureò  by Mr. Sumit Srivastava, Synopsys. 

¶ ñDesign of CMOS analog sub circuitsò by Dr. Manish Goswami. 

¶ ñDesign techniques for VLSI system designò and ñLow Power Design Techniquesò by Dr. Prassana Kumar 

Misra 

¶ ñAspect of functional verification in a complex system on chipò  by Mr. Nitin Jaiswal, Free Scale 

Semiconductors (NXP) 

 

 

 

mailto:abansal1@amity.edu
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The participants learned  about 

 

¶ Schematic and layout design of inverter with simulation using Spectre simulator under the Supervision of Dr. 

Manish Goswami and Dr. Prassana Kumar Misra. 

¶ Digital design flow in Encounter RCX process under supervision of Dr. Manish Goswami and Dr. Prassana 

Kumar Misra. 

 

The workshop ended with a feedback and valedictory session, in which the participants provided their feedback and 

received their certificates presented by Dr. Manish Goswami & Dr. Prassana Kumar Misra 

 

Report by: Dr Manish Goswami, manishgoswami@iiita.ac.in  

 

MNNIT Allahabad: IEEE  International Conference on Advances in Mechanical, Industrial, Automation and 

Management Systems (AMIAMS -2017) 

 

The conference was organised by the 

Department of Mechanical Engineering, 

Motilal Nehru National Institute of 

Technology (MNNIT) Allahabad during 

February 3-5, 2017 to promote 

excellence in scientific knowledge and 

innovations in mechanical engineering 

and related disciplines to motivate young 

researchers. The conference was 

organised under the technical 

sponsorship of IEEE UP Section and 

IEEE Robotics and Automation Society. 

DRDO and MNNIT Allahabad were the 

financial sponsors for the event. The official website of the conference is http://www.mnnit.ac.in/amiams2017/ 

  

Each of the 129 papers received was peer double blind reviewed by the technical committee members and the selection 

of 76 papers for oral presentation was done based on the basis of originality, content, completeness, organisation and 

clarity to meet conference themes.. 68 papers got registered out of which 62 papers were presented in the conference. 

 

A printed book of abstracts and an e-proceeding were published. Furthermore, the selected papers that fit in the scope of 

IEEE would be considered for publication in IEEE Xplore® (as per the guidelines of IEEE). Efforts are being made to 

publish the remaining papers in the reputed International Journal having good impact factor. 

 

The inaugural ceremony held on 3
rd
 February, 2017 was attended by over around 200 persons. Dr. N Eswara Prasad, 

Director, DMSRDE Kanpur, Chief Guest, Prof. G. C. Nandi, Director, IIIT-Allahabad, Guest of Honour, Prof. Rajeev 

Tripathi, Director, MNNIT Allahabad, Prof. Rakesh Narain, Head, Mechanical Engineering Department and General 

Chair, Dr Manish Gupta, Organizing Secretary, Dr. Mukul Shukla, Finance Chair, Dr. Rajeev Srivastava, Organising 

Chair along with the various Conference Chairs, faculty members of the Institute and students were present at the 

inaugural ceremony.  

 

The conf had five keynote lectures and they were delivered by: Dr. N Eswara Prasad, Director, DMSRDE Kanpur, Prof. 

G. C. Nandi, Director, IIIT-Allahabad, Prof. B. N. Datta from Northern Illinois University, Prof. Akhatar Kalam, from 

Victoria University, Australia  and Dr. Chai Ching Tan from Mae Fah Luang University, Thailand.  

 

Eminent scientists from research organisations such as DRDO, DRDL, ISRO, IGCAR, CSIR-CMERI etc and also the 

faculty members and research scholar from IITs, NITs, various other universities and institutions participated in the 

conf for their oral paper presentation. 

 

Three best paper awards were presented include: (i) óCombustion and performance characteristics of a diesel engine 

using emulsified diesel prepared by ultrasonicatorô authored by Pijush Kanti Mondal and Bijan Kumar Mandal (ii) 

óSteering atrategy for a multi-axle wheeled vehicleô authored by Vinit V Jagirdar and M W Trikande (iii) 

óManufacturing experiences of large stroke welded disc bellows for nuclear applicationsô authored by S C S P Kumar 

Krovvidi, Sreedhar B.K, Mahendran N, Padmakumar G, Raghupathy S, Sudhakar Naik and Gopalakrishnan R. 

 

AMIAMS -2017 was considered by the participants as a well organised, finest and one of the best conference in its 

domain.  

 

Report by: Dr. Manish Gupta, mgupta@mnnit.ac.in  

mailto:manishgoswami@iiita.ac.in
http://www.mnnit.ac.in/amiams2017/
mailto:mgupta@mnnit.ac.in
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ABES Engineering College, Ghaziabad: International Conference on Computational Intelligence & 

Communication Technology (CICT-2017:  

 

ABES Engineering College, Ghaziabad organized its 3
rd
 

International Conference on Computational Intelligence 

& Communication Technology; CICT-2017 on 9th and 

10th February 2017 with the technically co-sponsored 

from IEEE UP Section. The conference provided a 

forum for researchers, engineers, and students alike to 

share their state-of-the art research and developmental 

work in the broad areas of pervasive computing and 

communications. The conference featured with a diverse 

mixture of interactive forums, core technical sessions of 

high quality cutting-edge research papers; targeted 

workshops on exciting topics; live demonstrations of 

pervasive computing in action; insightful keynote 

speeches; panel discussions from domain experts and 

posters on emerging ideas. 

 

The conf. received around 400 research papers from 12 countries. All reviews to select best papers are being done 

through Easychair, a popular web based conference management system. Finally, 129 papers were selected after blind 

reviews by select expert panel from all over the world. All accepted as well as presented papers of the conference by 

duly registered authors, submitted to IEEE for possible inclusion on www.ieeeexplore.org.  The Panel of speakers 

Consists of Prof. Mohan L. Kolhe, University of Agder, Norway, Prof. S.N. Singh, IIT Kanpur, Prof. J. Ram Kumar, 

IIT Kanpur, Prof. Arvind Chaubey, NIT Jamshedpur, Dr. T.C. Shami, DRDO, Dr. Rehan, AMU Aligarha and experts 

from industries Mr. Sunil Wattal , IBM and Ms. Sangeeta Garg, TCS who had delivered their keynote address.  

 

Report by: Dr. Munesh Chandra Trivedi, munesh.trivedi@gmail.com  

 

Amity University: 4
th
  International  Conference on Signal Processing and Integrated Networks (SPIN 2017) 

 

 
 

The Fourth International Conference on Signal Processing and Integrated Networks (SPIN 2017) was held on 2-3 

February 2017 in the Amity University Campus, Noida Delhi NCR, India. This conference was technically co-

sponsored by IEEE UP Section.  

 

SPIN 2017 was aimed to bring together scientists, academicians and industrialists working in the field of Signal 

Processing and Integrated Networks to discuss new ideas and promote research work. The conference had a very high 

quality technical programme consisting of 122 contributory papers and 18 invited talks. Overall this conference had 29 

sessions and all the sessions were very nicely managed by expert session chairs. The sessions were highly interactive 

and thoughtful.  

 

There were sessions on Image Processing, Medical Signal Processing, Audio Signal Processing, Communication 

Engineering, Biometrics and Forensics, Wireless Sensor Networks, VLSI, Medical Image Processing, Network & 

Security, Devices and Embedded Systems, Signal Processing, Data Mining and Optimization, Antenna & Radar, Soft 

Computing and Adhoc Networks & Cognitive Radio etc.  

 

The invited talks were delivered by researchers throughout the world from countries like UK, USA, Japan, Canada, 

Korea, New Zealand, Finland, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Spain and other European Countries etc. The invited speakers of 

this conference include:  

 

http://www.ieeeexplore.org/
mailto:munesh.trivedi@gmail.com

